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PREFACE

Thephenomenon of street girl isagrim reminder of thefailure
of society to protect and nurtureitsgreatest asset-children. Itisoneof
themost seriousanomaliesof modern society. Thenation that faillsto
ensurethe surviva, protection and devel opment of itsgirl childrenis
doomed to destruction. It is society’s responsibility towards child
survivd, protection and devel opment but unfortunately the desperate
situation of the poor familiesforced childrento liveand work onthe
streets and supplement thefamily incomein order to savethemand
their family from starving.

Street girlsareat morerisksthantheboys. Despitesmilarities
between thema eand fema e stret children, thestreet girlsdo confront
different problemsand needs. Therange and magnitudeof issuesand
thetypes of violence experienced by street girlsareenormous. The
street girlsare beset with special problemsof their lifeand livingon
the streetsthat areapplicableonly to their kind and deserve aseparate
treatment. Ther efore, wefelt that it isurgently required and isa
crying need tostudy at themicroleve conditionsand constraints
of street girlsof Kanpur city.

Thecheerful facesand smilesof street girlswerenot enough
to conceal the most obvious signs of poverty and hardships,
overworked hands, frayed clothesand frail bodies. Thereisplethora
of problemsof poverty, hunger, health careand malnutrition. These
street girlsarevictimsof crue circumstancesand socid compulsions
for nofaultsof theirs Whilethey pinefor aloving hand or even moments
of affectionate concern, theworld around them goesonwithlittlecare
for the unfortunate girlswho are creatures of the same God. It isnot
enough that we know why they are on the streets. Socia conscience
must assert itself to ensurethat street girlsarehelped tojointhemain
stream and contributeto socia good in ameaningful way of which

they arecertainly capable.
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There aremany projects and studiesvisible on street boys
and whatever projectsaretherefor street girlsfail tofocuson specific
needsof girls.Wehope, datacollected and conclusionsderived during
theresearchwill certainly bevery useful and will beforerunner tothe
future studieson the subject.

Thestudy will dso help usto understand theissueand perhaps
help in developing relevant programmes and policies for their
betterment of the conditionsand removingtheir constraints.

Dr. Rekha Chaubey
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01 Sreet Girl Children:
ConditionsAnd Congraints

| ntroduction

Thestudy presentsthe conditionsand congtraintsof the poorest
of thepoor-the girls, who have been cast into the streets of Kanpur
city.

In India, the phenomenon of street children seemsto have
acquired agigantic dimensioninthewakeof rapidindustridization
and urbani zation. Theproblem of street childrenisgloba and exigtsin
both the devel oped aswell asdevel oping countries, withthedifference
initsgzeand magnitude. Sgnificantincreaseinthe paceof urbanization,
migrationfrom rura areasand disintegration of thetraditiona family
structurein Indiaischaracterized by astrong concentration of urban
populationin city, theemergence of dumsand the urban poor and the
increasein population of children and young under el ghteen years of
age. Children congtitute onethird of the Indian humanity. The urban
poverty and the “fourth world’ living have become the common
characterigtics of the new human habitat.

The phenomenon of street childrenisagrim reminder of the
falureof society to protect and nurtureitsgreatest asset-children. Itis
oneof themogt seriousanomaiesof modern society. Thevulnerability
of childrento abuse and exploitation hasrai sed considerableconcern
inmany quarters. The desperate situation of the poor familiesforced
childrentoliveand work on the streets and supplement the family
incomein order to savethemsalvesand their parentsfrom starving.

Who are homeless or Street Children?

Over 100 million children arestruggling for their surviva in
destitute and distress. Childhood is synonymouswith parenta love,
family protection, thejoy of discoveringthings, play activities, initiation
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intoasocid life. Unfortunately millionsof childrendl over theworld,
liveonthestreet or they arechildren of the street.

Street children “the term flashes before our eyes scenes of infants
lying naked on heaps of stone astheir motherstoil away breaking
stones or doing other work on the roadside, children looking for
fragmentsof food from garbage dumps, children huddling up at night
onthepavements, under abridge, indrain pipesorinsomeunclamed
shelters, trying to cover themsal veswith apieceof dirty cloth during
chilly nights, childrenintattered clothes, who have possibly never
beenwashed ,playing, gambling or engaged in variousformson begging,
children dleaning utenssoften bigger inszethanthemsdveswithther
tiny hands, picking up ragsfrom heapsof filthy urban waste, polishing
shoesand washing cars, involved in pick pocketing, drug peddling
and progtitution and children smply not doing anything but just loafing
about streets.

To know the conditionsand congtraints of street girl children
requires an understanding of who they are and how they can be
identified.

““A street child is a child who lives on the streets of a city. A
person under aged 16 who isliving in a publically or privately
operated shelter designed to provide temporary living
accommodations, motels, vehicles, campground, parks, on the
street, in substandard housing or doubled up with friends and
relatives, found in railway stations, on bus stops, near templesor
durgah, pundals, markets, under and over bridges due to lack of
housing considered as street children. They lack fixed, regular
and adequate residence and their primary night time residence.
They are mistreated, neglected and their homes do not provide
themwith even the basic necessities. They are deprived of family
care and protection.”

Althoughitisvery difficult to definestreet children asdictionary
failstoprovideany definition of street childrenand thereisno definition
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that can be unanimously accepted. Thereisno precisecriterion to
identify street childrenisanother problem. Thetermisvery wideand
covers ajuvenile delinquents, child laborer, school dropouts and
mal adjusted children. As these categories of children also at various
times, spend asignificant part of their day in the street without
sharing other common characteristics. Another problem isthat
various epithets used for street children, *children without families’,
high risk children’, “unattached children’, ‘children in need of care
and protection’, ‘abandoned children’ overlap.

Despitedifficultiesin defining street children one can come
acrossthedefinition given by UNICEFR

“The term denotes a place of congregation, but also a
certain set of working and living conditions. First, the vast
majority are on the streets to make a living their families and for
themselves. The return may be paltry and may be in kind rather
than in cash, for these children the street is above all a work
place. Second, they spend a large amount of time in the street
frequently because of low returns of their labour. Third, most make
their way intheinformal sector as petty hawkers, shoeshine boys,
scavengers of raw material or even thievesand street prostitutes.
Fourth by the nature of their work and life, they are normally on
their own, largely unprotected by adults. For vulnerable to many
dangersand abusesand they tend to receive few services essential
to their protection and development.’

The UNICEF definitionlaysemphasison fiveelementsinthe
meaning of street children:
a) Aplaceof congregationthat isstreet
b) A certain set of working predicament
c¢) Asetoflivingconditions
d) Largeamount of timespentinthestreetsand
€) Lack of protection and vulnerability to dangers and abuses.
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Inthewisdom of UK Committeefor UNICEF, not all street
children arealike; henceoneway of defining themisonthebasisof
their rlationshipwiththeir families. The United Kingdom Committee
for UNICEF providesthebasisfor categorization of Street Children,
which can be placed in three categories:

1) The children on the street

These children consist primarily of working children who till
havefamily connection of amoreor lessregular nature. They maintain
contact with their families. They arechildren onthe streets.

2) Children of the Street

Children of the street actually liveon the street (or outsideof a
norma family environment). Family tiesmay exist but aretenuousand
aremaintained only casually or occasiondly. Thesechildrenareof the
Street.
3) Abandoned Children

Thisthird group may appear to form part of the second group
andindally activitiesare particularly indistinguishable. Thesechildren
areentirely ontheir own, not just for materia but dsofor psychologica
survival. Childrenwho havenotiestother familiessuch asorphans,
refugeesand runawaysliveon thestreets. They arealsothechildren
of thestreet.

Keeping inview the definitions and categori zation of discussed
aboveinview thefollowing characteristicsis suggested.
A street childisonewho:
* Livesonthedreet, wasteland ,public place most of thetime;
* Worksinthestreet onjobsof low statusand low income;
* Livesintheexposed conditionsof thestreet;
e Hasnoor littleparental or socia, protection and supervision,
e Hasather continuous, intermittent or no family contactsat all;
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* Andarevulnerabletothehazardsof living conditions.

Here we have followed the definition of UNICEF. Street
children refer to al children who work in the streetsof urban areas
and refer to those children without astablehomeor shelter.

Sincetherearevarieties of urban poor and therisksvary by
age group and by sex. Agewisechildren and sex wisegirlsare most
vulnerabl e sectionsof the popul ation than others. Thediscrimination
between sonsand daughters<till stand intheway of thegirl children
being ableto achievetheir full potentia .Despite similaritiesbetween
problems of the male and femal e street children, the street girlsdo
confront different problemsand needs. This study focuses on street
girlsbecausethey areat morerisksthan theboys. Theproject aimsat
thestudy of conditionsand constraints of thegirl children below 16
years of age-who have been cast into the streets of the Kanpur city.

Origin of the Research Problem

The street girl’s conditions and constraints are more vulnerable
thanthestreet boys. The street girlsare beset with special problems
of their lifeand living on the streetsthat are applicableonly to their
kind and deserve a separatetreatment. Therefore, wefelt that itis
urgently required and is a crying need to study at the micro level
conditionsand constraintsof street girlsof Kanpur city. Theprincipa
aim of the study isto make anin depthinquiry of the conditionsand
constraints of street girl children in the urban centre of Kanpur
city.

Therange and magnitude of i ssuesand thetypes of violence
experienced by street girlsare enormous. Street girlssuffer fromthe
worst form of deprivation and denid of basic necessitieslike shelter,
food, clothing, sanitation, health, education, physical protection,
security and recreation aswell aschild labour and exploitation, sexud
discrimination, neglect ,poverty, lack of knowledgeabout humanrights,
prostitution and trafficking, depression, suicide, self-harm, rape, the
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impact of witnessing violence, physical abuse, sexua abuse, gangs
and girl-on-girl violence, mediaviolence, teen pregnancies, and cultura
exclusonandinsengtivity and soon.

Girls on the streets have more difficulties and are often
overlooked by researchers. This project bringsto thelight personal
and familial profile of street girls, providesinsight of hazardous
working conditions and economic exploitation, basic needs
deprivation-physical, psychological and social needs, health and
specific adolescence problems as well as sexual abuse and
harassment of the street girls.

Child survival: National and I nter national
I mportance

The most valuable of nation’s resources is its children. Itis a
national andinternational responsibility to enhanceand preservethis
supremenationd asset-the children. Itisthe bounded duty of thenation
toensurethat every child isadequately housed, clothed, fed and trained
andtomakesurethat each and every child getsthe optimum conditions
for itsgrowth enabling thereby itssurviva, protection and devel opment.
Thenationthat fail sto ensurethesurvival, protection and devel opment
of itschildrenisdoomed to destruction. No nation can thereforeto
leave this supreme asset-the children-at the mercy and caprice of
individuas

Children aretoo important at every leve of socid organization-
from global tofamily. At themicroleve, thebirth of thechild isboth
an aspiration and hope of every family whichinturn, hasimportant
implicationsfor theménageand kingroup. At themacrolevel, children
areimportant indifferent waysnationa and internationa consequences.
Children replace acontinually aging citizenry, there by save anation
from committing suicide. Children are too much important for
international and national relationships, for, it isthey, who trandate
strengthin numbers philasophy into socid redlity, without whom greet
power status is impossible. Children also affect society’s economy
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and distribution of social advantage. It isincumbent upon anationto
make surethat each and every child getsthe optimum conditionsfor
itsgrowth enabling thereby itssurvival, protection and devel opment.
Itis because of these and many other reasons that the child *deserves
the best mankind has to give’.

Society doesnot treat children asdesired. For long child was
treated as parental property; hence, child abuse was not made an
issue. But it isimportant to give setback to thetraditional vision of
child. Girl childrenespecially street girlsaremal treated, abused and
neglected; thereforeit has become currently asignificant issuebefore
netion.

Girl Child maltreatment: A disgrace for societies

Our relationship to theworld around usiswhat may becalled
adoubleredlity: the normative system embodying what ought to be
differsfromthefactual order embodyingwhat is.Thiscanbeseenin
the case of thetreatment meted to thegirl child. Child ma treatment
hasoccurred historically andinfact, asold asmankind. Inthe process,
numerousgirl children could not get what they deserved. Without doubt
thisisdisgraceto society. But the conditionsand constraints of street
girlsareworst.

Intraditional societies, thepattern of childtreatment wasalmost
defined and definite. The child wastreated as parental property. The
authoritarian rel ationship contributed to the sociali zation of the child
which tended to ascribed intermsof age, sex and kinship . Thingsthat
involved disciplinesand responsibility intransmissonwereusualy
handed over to authoritarian relaions. Thevulnerability of thechildto
theillsof thetimewas contained by thetraditiond socid system. Child
mal treatment, was, therefore not anissue.

Thetraditional socid system of the yesterday got aserious set
back. Urbani zation compeled withindustridization engulfed therura
areas on amassi ve scal e throwing more and more population from
rural to urban cities. The process of erosion of someof traditional

7



values proceeded swiftly and such modern va uesand ethos as socidl
rationality, adoption of science and technology, economic
transformation, modernindividualism, liberty, democraticfreedom, civil
society and secularization to citeafew ,entered the very kernel of
total world view of modern society. These and many other events
attemptsinthedirection of carrying out amodern society fromwithin
thedecayingtraditional attachmentsonalargescale. Itisherewhere
child mal treatment came to be viewed as menace to society inthe
making and girl child mal treatment as a discrete ‘problem’ came to
beidentified. Today, no doubt that abuse, neglect and mal treatment
and variety of unhedthy pattern of parent child relationsand miserable
conditionsand congtraintsof street girlsaresignificantissuefor policy
and research.

The Importance of Identifying Street Girls

The cheerful facesand smilesof street girlswerenot enough to
conced themost obvioussignsof poverty and hardships, overworked
hands, frayed clothesand frail bodies. Thesestreet girlsarevictimsof
crud drcumstancesand socid compulsonsfor nofaultsof theirs. While
they pinefor aloving hand or even moments of affectionate concern,
theworld around them goesonwithlittle carefor theunfortunategirls
who are creatures of the same God. It isnot enough that we know
why they are on the streets. Socia conscience must assert itself to
ensurethat street girlsare hel ped to join the main stream and contribute
tosocia good inameaningful way of whichthey arecertainly capable.

Thereisplethoraof problemsstreet girlssuffer from:

* They do represent different problems and needs than street
boys.

* Thereisunderestimation of street girlswhichleadspeopleto
fed that providing servicesto street girlsisnot apriority.

* Thedtreet girl-child hasalower statusin Indiaand enjoysfewer
rights, opportunitiesand benefits of childhood as compared to
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the street boy-child.

Thestreet boy-child hasfirst right on family and community
resourcesthan street girl child.

Thestreet girl-child isa so neglected in matters of feeding and
hedth care.

Street girlsare often looked down upon in many societiesand
areeasily exploitedin many ways.
They usualy haveless economic opportunitiesthan street boys.

Educational opportunities are denied to them and street
educatorsusually engage street boysinvariousactivitieswhile
payinglittleattentionto Street girls.

Asaresult evendiscriminationisseeninresearch a so. There

aremany projectsand studiesvisible on street boys and whatever
projectsaretherefor street girlsfall tofocuson specific needsof girls.
Girlsmay not beasvisbleasboysintheeveryday street life. But they
aretherein great numbersand areincreasing so.

Why there are fewer girls —child on the streets?

Ingenera therearefewer girlsthan boysactudly livingonthe

streets. Theproportion of girlsamong street childrenisreported to be
lessthan 30 per cent in the devel oping countries and about 50 per
cent in many developed countries. There are several reasonswhy
therearefewer street girls:

Fewer girlsmay be abandoned by their families. Girlsareoften
socialized and (taught by their families and culture) to be
submissive and caring and therefore they |ead to have fewer
behavioura problemsas compared to boys. Sincegirlshave
fewer behavioura problems, they havelessconflict with their
familiesand do not need toleavetheir home.

Familiesmight get rid of girlsby other means.e.g. marrying
them off when they areasyoung as 13.
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* Theauthoritiesor individuals members of the community may
pick up girlsonthe street more qui ckly. For example, girlsmay
berecruited to do domestic work in private households or to
work incommercid sex industry.

* Street girlsmay be less visible to researchers or educators.
Some street girls disguise themselves as boys to protect
themselves from harassment by the police, welfareworkers,
employers’ and other street children and other may only appear
onthestreetsat night.

* Inmany cultures, thereismuch greeter pressurefor girlsto stay
at homethan boys.

* Research showsthat girlswill put up with abuse at homefor
longer than boysbut oncegirlsmakethedecisiontoleavehome,
the ruptureismore permanent than boys.

* Girlsaredsolessvisible asthey often forced or lured into
brothds.

Genesis of the problem

No country and virtualy no city anywhereintheworld today
are without the presence of street children. Both developed and
devel oping countriesfaceabroad spectrum of problems posed by
these children, yet few steps have been taken to address the
issue.Accordingto U.N. High Commissionfor Human Rights, India
hasthelargest number of street childrenintheWorld around 18 million.

Theremay bepositivegansof city anditscivilization, but it has
crestedimmensesocid problemsramificationsof which haveaffected
the quality of much of human kind. It has given riseto new human
habitat-d umsand homel essness .children from the poverty stricken
families have been cast in to the streets of the cities. Some of the
children havemigrated dong with their parentsand stay onthe streets
or their familieshave been on the pavementsfor along period of time
and these children are born and brought up onthe street itself; while
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othershaverun away fromtheir native placefor variousreasonsand
havelanded onthestreetsof metropolitan dities. Variousstudiesprovide
different causesof childrento comeonthestreet.

The phenomenon of street children, an offspring of themodern
urban environment, represents one of humanity’s most complex and
seriouschdlenges. Therearevariouscausesrespong blefor thefloating
number of street children. Therearetwo causal dimensions: individua
and structurd dimensions. Individud dimensionsincludeswith those
micro characterigticsthat residewithin peoplesuch aspsychologicd,
physica and menta illness, breakdown of structureof family, family
pathol ogy such as alcohol and drug addi ction, domestic violence,
physical and sexua abuseand poverty. Structurd dimensionsinclude
those macro characteristics’ beyond individual such as urbanization,
industrialization, migration, asymmetry devel opment, war, natural
cadamitiesand geographically strenuousregions. Socid exclusonand
margindization of childrenespecidly of girl childrenismorevulnerable
than boys.

Thepushfactorsat their birthplace such as poverty, inadequate
family support, peer influenceandthepull factorsinthecity likefantasy
to meet moviestars, unredisticimagesof city lifethrough mediaand
desire to explore new life in the metropolitan city bring them to
cities. Socio cultura factorsand pullsof urbanlifeindeed havearole.
One comes across many street children who have run away from
homeor beenforcibly thrown out, dueto conflictswith parents, broken
home, ill treatment by family members, or attracted to thecity life.

Children may end up on the streetsfor several basic reasons.
They may have no choice —they are abandoned, orphaned, or disowned
by their parents. Secondly, they may chooseto live in the streets
because of mistreatment or neglect or because their homesdo not or
cannot providethemwith basic necessities. Many children alsowork
inthe streetsbecausetheir earningsare needed by their families. But
homesand familiesare part of thelarger society and the underlying
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reasonsfor the poverty or breakdown of homesand familiesmay be
social, economic, political or environmental or any combination of
these.In 1993 report of, WHO offered thefollowing list of causesfor
the phenomenon such asfamily breakdown, armed conflict, poverty,
natura and man-made disasters, famine, physi cal and sexual abuse,
explaitation by adults, did ocation through migration, urbanization and
overcrowding, acculturation, disinheritance or being disowned. The
orphaning of children asaresult of HIV/AIDSisanother causethat
might beadded tothislist.

Thefactorswhich may driveyoungstersto thebig citiescould
beameansof living, thelure of metropolis, and anirrepressibleurge
to get going and keep going without bearings. Yet it isdoubtful if by
themsalvesany or dl of thesefactorswould have been enoughto drag
achildtothe street had hisown homenot rejected him and threw him.

The effects of war and natural disaster have increased the
migration to thecities. Urban poverty has promoted the substantial
growth of the street children phenomenon.Certain basic factors
accompany family loss, itismost usualy not asomething that happens
overnight, but agradual processor cyclewhich beginswithrurd to
urban migration, frustration and deprivation (family abandonment) and
theinability of themother to cope economicaly or otherwise. Causes
of thisphenomenon of street childrenarepoverty inrura areas, family
fragmentation, school dropoutsand vagrancy. Familieswho struggle
for livelihoodin dumsand deteriorating socia environment in urban
poor neighborhood a so contributeto the growing number of street
boysaswell asgirls.

Street children are the causalities of economic growth, war,
poverty, and domestic violence, physical and menta abuse. Every
child hasareason for being onthestreet. Itisherewherewecanfind
theroot origin of the street children phenomena. Infact, the street
children areasymptom of adeep and disturbing trend in society.
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Significance of the study

“We are guilty of many errors and many faults, but our worst
crimeisabandoning thechildren, neglecting thefountain of life. Many
of the things we need can wait. But the child cannot wait.” So it is our
responsi bility to protect and ensure the devel opment of child.

Forces of modernization, industrialization, urbanization and
poverty have adversely affected family life. Marital disharmony,
separationsor divorces, family tensons, death of parents, ill treatment
by parentsor step parents, selling of children asbonded |abour and
the apathetic attitude of society at large, asizeable number of girl
children are forced to stay and work on the street away from the
family. Street girls are more vulnerable of street kids. There is
underestimation of street girlswhich leadspeopletofed that providing
servicesto street girlsisnot apriority. The street girl-child hasalower
statusin Indiaand enjoysfewer rights, opportunities and benefits of
childhood as compared to the boy-child.

Henceitisurgently required tostudy at themicroleve conditions
and constraints of street girlsto seek and improvetheir conditions
because by doing so, wewould be:

* Ensuringthat young boysand girlshave equal opportunities.
* Boostingtheir low self esteem. They may than participatein

income generating activities and thus break the pattern of
vulnerability.

* Ensuringthat street girlshaveimproved nutritiond status.
* Helpingminimizethepossibility of early unwanted and high -

risk pregnand eshby providing themwithinformeation about sexud
and reproductive hedth.

e Ensuringthereturnininvestmentintofuturegenerations, asyoung
women with al some education tend to ensurethat their own
children areeducated.
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In this chapter we have presented the over view of street
children phenomenon, definition of street children ,originof theproblem
,child survival —national and international importance, girl child
maltreatment, importanceof identifying street girls, reasonsfor fewer
girlsonthestreet ,genesisof the problem, and significanceof thestudy.
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02 ScopeAnd M ethodology
of The Study

A brief overview of thestreet girl children phenomenon was
provided intheopening chapter which afforded usaset of assumptions
and interrel ated conceptsfor depicting, grasping and comprehending
the problem under investigation. Now it istimeto ddimit the scope of
inquiry and el aborate the methods for adopting for conducting the
study. Thecentra aim of theinquiry isto exploreat themicroleve the
“Conditions and Constraints of the Street Girl Children of Kanpur”

Objectives of the study

Themain obj ectives of the study are: to study the conditions
of thestreet girlsand to understand the constraints street girlsconfront
intheir way of advancement of self and society.

The incisive objective
»  Tostudy thepersona background of street girls;
»  Toexaminethefamily milieu of street girls;
»  Toanalyzethe economic predicament they areentangledin;
>

To assess the physical, psychological and social needs
deprivation of street girlsfor their growth and devel opment;

» Toexaminethehealth and specific problemsof the adolescent
Sreet girls,

» Toandysethesexud abuseonstreet girls,

»  Torecommendstrategies, policiesand programmedeve opment
for theimprovement of conditionsof street girls;

Hypotheses

Thehypotheses of the study emergefrom theearlier sudiesas
wel| asfrom generd socid conditionsprevailedinsociety. Thespecific
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hypothesesareasfollows:

» Thedredt girlsarelikely to comefrom familieswith poor socio-
economic background and embroiledin difficult circumstances;

» Thework street girlsareengagedinfor their survival lieat the
bottom of occupationd hierarchy;

»  The basic needs —physiological, psychological and social are
likely to remain unmet to alarge extent to the street girls;

» They aresexually abused to alarge extent;

» Theexigtingservicesand progranmesarelikdy to beinadequate
and beyond the access of street girls.

M ethodology

Methodology refersto the proceduresof research or techniques

including description, explanation and justification of methods of data
collection and handling. Methodol ogy reflectsthelogic of scientific
investigation that ded swith the proceduresfor building up conceptua
andlogica knowledgebased . Therdiability and vaidity inresearch
findingsinthe social research depend very much on the soundness of
methodol ogy used. The accuracy, exactness, and significance of the
study depend heavily on the methodology used in research
investigation.

K eeping the natureand obj ectives of the present study inview,

this section has been described under the following heads for its
systematic presentation.

1
2
3.
4.
5
6

Review of literature
Conceptua framework
Research Design
Theuniverseand sample
Techniquesof thestudy
Feldwork
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7. Dataanalysis
8. Limitations
1 Review of literature
Beforeinitiating any study, acritical and throughinsight of the
studies aready conducted relating to topi ¢ of the problem, becomes
imperativefor conceptud clarity and methodol ogica improvementin

the research work to be conducted. K eeping the aboveinview the
studies dready conducted rel ated to problem wasreviewed.

Thereare, however, anumber of studiesdoneby scholarsin
different countrieson street children, but, very littlework has been
doneon street girls. What istrue of studiesin Indiaisalso true of
works done abroad.

William Foote White’s (1955) Street Corner’s Society is a
classic study of street children .Cohen’s study (1955) on Delinquent
boys attempted to characterize the gangs which are delinquent or
gravitatetowardsddinquent and crimind activities.

Oneof themost classical expostionsof someof thehistorical
aswell ascontextud questionsthat arisein deding withthisissueboth
in thought and action isthe essay by Dr. EmmaRothschild (2000)
entitled “An Infinity of Girls”.

Jain Devaki (2001) Women and child rightsin the context of
Globalization, Speech delivered At Roundtable on “Building bridges
for equality—mobilizing actions” for the human rights of children and
women, organized by UNICEF presentsthe conditionsof girl child.

Ganesh (2001) Child abuse stems from family —a study: Vulgar
talks, gestures also formsof abuse, providesthedetailed study of
circumstancesinwhich children areforcedtoinvolvein suchectivities.

Agrawal, Rashmi, (2003), Street Children: A Socio-
Psychologica Study: thebook depicted awide picture of conditions
of street children, gave a glimpse over the problems faced by the
Street children.
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A Study was conducted across several citiesof the country
which was sponsored and conducted by Ministry of Welfare,
Government of India, New Delhi, and United Nations International
Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) under the topic Situational
Analysis of Street Children (1991) by Phillips, Panicker, Desal,
Arimpoor, D’Lima, Gosalia, Reddy, Ghosh and Pandey provides
detailed study on extent and problem of street children.

2. Conceptual Framework
Street children defined

“Astreet child is any minor for whom the street has become
his or her habitual abode and who is without adequate protection™.

The United Kingdom committee for UNICEF providesthe
basisfor categorization of street children. Our street girl children
were categorized on the two bases.

1)  “Children on the streets,” or those who are engaged in
some street trade and usually return at night to their shelter; and

2)  “Children of the streets,” who voluntarily seek shelter,
companionship, and livelihood on the streets,

For the purpose of study, researcher hastaken two categories
of street girls: girlson the street and girls of the street.

3.  Research design

Theinquiry isbased on an expl oratory-cum-descriptive design
to achieve the specific objectives and test the validity of certain
hypothesis. Exploratory research design waschosenin order togain
conceptuad clarity and familiarity with the condition and constraints of
street girlsby making use of personal observation, common sense
and different case studies. The descriptiveresearch design wasused
for portraying accurately the characteristics of street girlsand arrives
a accuratepictureof different parametersaffecting theconditionsand
constraints of street girls.
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4.  Theuniverseand Sample
a.  Selection of theSudyArea

Thefirst step wasto determinetheterritorial unit wherethe
inquiry was carried out .The present study has been carried out
purposely in Kanpur city .Kanpur isthe largest city of the state of
Uttar Pradesh and eight among thetwenty largest citiesof Indiawitha
population of 45, 72,951 as per 2011 censusand thefema e populaion
is21, 03,837.

It was not possibleto cover entirecity, and, hence, wedecide
to go in sampling which will be representative —that is, a close
approximation of certain characteristicsof thetarget group. There
is blend and mix of stratified random and purposive samplings.
It is selected in manner that where concentration of street girls
were more and were selected deliberately.

Table2.1: Digtribution of street girlsin Kanpur city

Zones Nameof ward No of respondent-
total=100

1 Parade, Parmath ,Moti Mahdl, 20
Gwadtali, Anwargan]

3 Babupurwa, Begampurwa, 50
Kidawi Nagar

4 Panki, Juhi, Dadanagar, 30
KakadeoKayanpur

Administratively Kanpur isdivided insix Territorial Zones
and 110 wards. It was not possible for the researcher to collect
the data from all the wards of Kanpur city so few wards and
Mohallas was purposively selected because these areas were
dominant areas of street girls. Zone 1, 3 and 4 was selected and
the Mohallas of the selected ward was chosen- Parade,Par math,
Gwaltoli, Kalyanpur, Lakhnpur, Gol Chauraha, moti jeel,
Anwarganj, kakadeo, Babupurwa, begampurwa, kidawi nagar,
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AN - Ambedkar Nagar
GBN - Gautam Buddha Nagar
JPH - Jyotiba Phule Nagar
KN - Kanpur N agar
SRMN - SantRavidas Nagar

| SKN - Sant Kabir Nagar




b.  Selection of Respondents

Oncetheterritoria unit was determined, the next step wasto
ascertainthenumbersof street girlsinthesd ected wards. Girlsonthe
dregtissuchaninvisiblepopulationthat it wasvery difficult toestimate
their numbers. So oneto oneinteraction was madeto identify and
approach street girls.

Accordingto 2011 censusreport, the estimated popul ation of
Indiawas1210.2 million, out of which 65.5 million or 22.5 percent of
the population livedin dums. Theslum- dwelling population of India
had risenfrom 27.9 millionin 1981to 6.5 millionin 2011. Indiaisthe
home to the world’s largest population of street children. In the census
2011, nearly 43.5 lakh children lived on the streets. Asreported by
2011 census, thetotal population of Kanpur wasaround 5 million
whereasthe slum population was 15.35 percent of total popul ation.

Table2.2: Tota Slum Population of Kanpur, Census 2011

City Total Slum % of Sex Child
Popul- Popul- Slum Ratioin Sex
ation (in ation (in toTotal Slum Ratio
thousands’) | thousands’)| Population areas areas
Kanpur 4581 703 1535 89 85

Our respondent sample consistsof 100 street girls- below
16 years, who work and livein streets of urban areas. Age group
of street girls was stratified in four categories.age group of less
than 5 years (the pre genital phallic stage), 6-8 years of age
(latency stage), 9-10 years of age (puberty), and below 16 years
age(adolescence).

It was very difficult to find street girls on the fixed place
and fixed time because these girlsmove from one place to another
for their survival. We found these street girlsin railway station,
bus stops, street junctions, bridges, parking areas, Pundals, in
front of temples, Durgah, parks, shops and market area or
roaming on the streets girls without supervision of any adult.
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It was very difficult to create rapport with the street girls.
They were afraid in telling the truth or answer questions. Soice
breaking exercises was adopted such as storytelling and giving
thingsjust to establish rapport and introducing the subject matter
of the study to street girls in subtle manner. Researcher had to
establish friendly chat. After some discussion and persuasion many
of girls cast aside their hesitation and provided the information
required.

5.  Techniquesof thestudy

Looking at the subtle nature of the problem, two broad
techniques of study was adopted: qualitative and quantitative. The
qualitativetechnique used in the study isobservation and case studly.
Both methods of observation participant and non-participant were
used.

The quantitative techniquewas employed interview schedule
through which primary datawas collected on conditionsand congtraints
of street girls. The questionsincluded in it were open -ended and
closed. The primary datawere gathered on specially designed and
pre-tested schedul ethrough survey method by interviewing personally
thestreet girls. A pre-test on 10 street girlswasdoneasapreiminary
exercise both to test the effectiveness of the questionsinthe schedule
and asa so handling of the situation by the researcher.

The secondary information rel ated to street girlswere collected
over aperiod of timefromvarious secondary sourceslikecity directory,
Government and NGO'’s published and unpublished reports, books,
journds, internet etc. Both primary and secondary datawere coll ected,
processed and analysed.

6. Thefiddwork
Feld work wasdivided in three phaseswhich was compl eted
inoneand half years.
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Thefirst phasewas preparation of philosophica and theoretical
ground for thefieldwork through astudy of relevant literaturewhich
washe pful informulation of theinquiry.

Second phasein which pilot survey of the Kanpur city was
conducted and at this stage rapport was established with the street
girls,locd influentid and officias.

Inthefina phase datawas collected with thehel p of interview
schedule. Thefillingof interview schedulewastaken after re-establishing
the necessary rgpport with therespondentsand people. Thedifficulties
were, however, overcomeby affinity and understanding.

The fieldwork was started in August, 2011 and interviews
continued up to August, 2012. The final report was prepared by
October 2012.

Thesource of inspiration for and involvement in the study of
conditionsof street girlswereboth experiential and academic. This
study hel ped usto gain moreinsightsinto the problemswith all its
peculiarities.




Interaction With Sreet Girl Children

7. DataAnalysis

The data received from the street girls were not in “‘question
answer form’ always, but by casual conversation, sometimes. The
datain theschedulewas coded manualy, then classified and anaysed
.Thedatawas anaysed by s mplefrequency in percentage and tables.

8. Limitations

An in-depth of the study in to this section of the populace
researcher did facemany limitations.

* TheTimebound schedulefor the study madeusimpossibleto
cover thetota girls. The coverageof girlsinthesampleisless
than what wasdesired.

» Street girlswerefound precisaly inthevicinity of suchrailway
stations, bus stops, bridges, shopsand so on. Theatmosphere
for interviewing was constantly charged with movementsand
noi sewhich made concentration difficult. Suchinterviewsaso
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arousethecuriogty of the passengersby aswell asother street
children, and if not theinterviewer, theinterviewee often gets
distracted.

Asstreet girlshave no fixed locations of staying, researcher
often had to move from one place to another to get full
information from the same child. Often researcher hasto meet
onechild severd times.

They weretotally unused to of answering questionsand were
reluctant to answe.

Somegirlswerefound early inthemorning or late eveningsas
rag pickersor beggars, so researcher hasto searchthesegirls
bothin early morning or late eveningsa so besidesday time.

Street girlsare abused, neglected and abandoned inand by the
society sothey havevery littleor notrust inoutsiders. Asthese
Sreet girlstreated researcher with suspicion, it wasrather difficult
to makethestreet girlsagreegbleto answer fredly thequestions
put to them.

Researcher often had to face strong resistance from the street
girlsfriends, parentsand people around, many of them did not
want to co-operate.

Street girlshaverather lackadaisical conception of time and
hencefeel no compulsiontofinish theinterview or cooperate
withtheinterviewer in getting through aninterview schedule.

In case of below the age of 10 years street girls a lot of
information was collected from their parentsand guardians. It
intimatequestions. Thenaturd shynessand subdued persondities
of thesegirlsstood in theway of their coming out with correct
information about themselves.

In case of many street girls, especially the teenagers ,many
women who acted astoutsor pimpsand exploited thesegirlsin
exchangeof meals and protection, resisted infear of losing the
source of income.
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* Finaly, nodataand document isavailableabout street girls of
Kanpur.

The successful conclusion of astudy of thissizeand magnitude
waschdlengeinitsdf. Despited | thelimitationsmentioned aboveand
the operationd difficulties, the study wassuccessfully completed. The
study with minimum timeand cost was ableto throw light on many
important findingsthat will serve asthe benchmark and support to
government to formulate legislation, policies and schemesfor the
improvement of conditionsand constraints of street girls.

27



03 Profileof Sreet Girls

Itistimenow to turn our attention to theempirical andysisat
themost specificlevel. Thischapter isdirected towardsdiscussion of
thesocia background of thestreet girls. Intheandys sof theconditions
of thestreet girlsour main aspect isto ascertaintheir persona aswell
astheir familia conditionsand focuson the extent and magnitude of
thecongtraints.

Socia characteristics of the human speciesincludebothlife-
cycleandlife-style.Thischapter will givethevivid picture of thestreet
girlsprofile, their family background and their lifecycleandlifestyle
they confront and possess.

I. Personal Background of Street Girls

Herewehavefocused onthelife-cycle of thestreet girlssuch
asage, casteand religion.
Age

All societiesrecognize age asbasisof status. Ageisadefinite,
highly visblephysiologicd fact apparent  birth. It effectsindividuas
and, isinterwoven with other socia-structural € ements. Peopleare
strongly influenced by the age norms, therulesthat definewhat is

appropriaefor peopleto beandto do at variousages. Theinformation
regarding theage of street girlsispresented inthefollowing table.

Table3.1: Ageof thestreet Girls

Agegroup Street girls
Lessthan5years 05
6-8 years 40
9-11years 35
Below 15years 20
Number of cases 100
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It reveal sfrom thetable 3.1 that 35 per cent girlsare between
9-11 yearsof age (puberty), followed by 6-8 years of age40 per cent
(latency stage), and 5 per cent of girlsbelong to agegroup of lessthan
5years(thepregenita phalic stage) and 20 per cent below 15 years
of age (adolescence).

An overadl picture that emerges from these datais that the
mgjority of thestreet girlsareintheagegroup of 9-11 yearsfollowed
by 6-8 years. It is evident from the data that higher the age of the
street girlslower their number. It appearsthat asthestreet girlsgrow
young they becomelessvisibleinthe streets. They do not disappear
fromthedtreetsbut they becomeinvisibleintheopen streetsbut remain
hidden in secret street corner dueto kind of clandestine occupations
they areforced into.

Thedevd opmentd stagefrom sixth yearsto theonset of puberty
isaperiod of elaboration, strengthening of the defence mechanism
which aroseinthe pre genitd stage, to protect theindividual against
anxiety producing conflicts. Dueto lack of family homel essnessand
proper sociaization and channelization of emotions, congenial
nei ghbourhood, lack of schooling, these children suffer from psycho-
social crisis such as inferiority complex. This is the age when children’s
conceptualization of other peopleincreases. But unfortunately these
street girlsfail to acquire mastery and competenceand devel op their
personaity adequately. It isindeed sad to say that so small and young
girlsareonthedreetsfor their surviva and areneglected by our society.
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Fig 1: Ageof Street Girls

Less than § years 68 yoars 911 ysars Below 1§ yoars

Religion

Herewehaveinquired about theideol ogical dimension of street
girl’s religiosity. Ideological dimension consists of set of beliefs which
theindividua holdsconcerning thedivine or whatever he/sheto takes
to betheultimateredity or transcendental authority. Therelevant data
regardingreligion of street girlsiscontainedinfollowingtable.

Table3.2: Religionof street girls

Religion Street girls
Hindu 70
Mudim 10
Do not know 20
No. of cases 100

It mirrorsfrom thetable 3.2 that vast majority of street girls
were Hindus (70 per cent) followed by Mudim (10 per cent) .20 per
cent of girlswereunabletotell their exact religion.
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Caste

Every Hindu necessarily belongsto the caste of his parents,
andinthat caste he/sheinevitably remains. No accumul ation of wedth
and no exercise of talents can ater his or her caste status. The
hierarchica condtitution of caste system gaveriseto two typesof broad
groupingsof theHindu community- the higher ritual order congtituting
of Brahmins, Kshatriya and Vaishya and the lower ritual order
constituting of thebackward and scheduled caste. Such asystem of
socid stratification has been responsiblefor the socia stagnationin
the country to alarge extent. Therelevant information about the caste
heritage of the street girlsiscompressedin below table.

Table 3.3: Caste of Street Girls

Caste Sreet Girls
Gened 10
Scheduled caste 30
Backward caste 20
Do not know 40
No of Caste 100

Theabovetable 3.3 ducidatethat mgority of street girlsbelongs
to the scheduled caste 30 per cent followed by backward caste 20
per cent and 10 per cent belong to general caste. Unfortunately 40
per cent of girlswereunabletotell their caste.

Having examined thelife cycle of the street girl childrenthe
age, casteand religion, it would be appropriate now to examinethe
background of their street living and their life style. In doing sowe
propose to examine street contact of the street girlsin termswith
whomthey live, their family contact, duration of living onthe street,
native placefromwherethey have migrated.

WithWhomtheSreet GirlsLive
Magority of thestreet girlslivewiththe r parents, brothers, ssters
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or relatives. Thefollowing table explainsthe status of the street girls
withwhomthey live.

Table3.4: WithWhomThey Live

Memberswith Street girls
whomthegirlslive

Livewith both parents 40
Livewith only mother 18
Livewithonly father 12
Livewithrdatives 30

No. of cases 100

Thetable 3.4 showsthat maximum number of street girlslive
with their both parents (40 per cent), with their one parent father (12
per cent) and mother (18 per cent), with relatives’ brothers and cousins
(30 per cent). Not asinglegirl wasfound who lived alone.

Nature of Contact with Their Family

Two categoriesof street girlsweredistingui shed onthe basisof
family contact: children having continuousfamily contact (girlsonthe
street) and occasiona family contact (girlsof thestreet). Thefollowing
tableillustrate the category aswell as nature of contact with their
families

Table 3.5: Nature of contact with Their Family

Natureof contact Street girls
with thefamily

Continuous contact 70
Occasional contact 30

No. of cases 100

Itismanifest from thetable 3.5 that plurality of street girls (70
per cent) has continuousfamily contact with their families, but they
work onthestreet, whereas (30 per cent) street girlshave occasional
contact withtheir families. Thosewholivewithther parentsgoregularly
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homeinthenight. But thoselivingwiththeir relativesoccasiondly visit
their families. Researcher did not find any abandoned street girl visible
onthestrest.

Duration of Livingon the Streets
Theduration of living children onthe streetshasimplications
for them. Longer achildlivesonthedireets, moreacquainted it becomes
with the street life and surroundings. For the newly ventured ones,
initidly street lifemay seem stranger and difficult. Soweascertained
astohow longthestreet girlsareliving onthe streets.
Table3.6: Duration of Living onthestreet

Duration of Living Street girls
on the streets

Lessthan4 years 23

5-8 years 22

9-12 years 15
Sincebirth 40
Number of cases 100

Itisevident fromthetable 3.6 that large proportion of thegirls
wereliving onthestreet sincebirth (40 per cent), lessthan 4 years (23
per cent), for 5-8 years (22 per cent ) and only 15 per cent girlswere
livingfor 9-12 years. It seemsthat Street girlsare on street sincebirth
or solong period of timebecausetheir familiesarelivingonthestreet
and have no fixed and adequate shelter. They seem to be much
acquainted with the street lifea though not happy.

TheMigratory Characteristicsof the Street Girls

Families of thegirlsaremainly migrated fromrural to urban
areasfor lifesurvival. Kanpur isbig commercia centrewithalarge
number of factories, workshops, industries and innumerabl e offi ces.
Thepotentidity of employment isimmeasurable. Lured by thepromise
of jobsin the cities, most migrant failed to find work. Trapped in
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poverty, parentsoften neglect their youngstersspecidly girl-children.
Though the most pervasive and important reason is poverty, other
reasonslikenatura caamities, litigationinthefamilies, landlessness
also are important reasons. Families come to the city with high
expectation and full of hopesbut their dream is shattered in the case
of many migrants. Thechildren of thesefamilieshaveno dternativeto
spending all their day in the open street or doing someroad side odd
jobs. Wefound out the migratory characteristics of the street girls.

Table3.7: Themigratory characteristicsof thestreet girls

Whether migrated Street girls
Yes 80
No 20
Total 100

Thetable 3.7 exemplify that bulk of girlsfamiliesaremigrated
fromrural to urban areas. 80 per cent of girlsfamiliesareimmigrant
where as 20 per cent arecity born.

Native place of Street Girls

Girlsbelong to different statesand cities. Coming to question
of nativeplacefromwherethegirlsbeongisexplainedinthefollowing
table.

Table 3.8: Stateto which Street GirlsBelong

Native place Street girls
Bihar 10
UP 50
MP 05
Rgasthan 10
Do not know 25
Number of cases 100
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Thetable 3.8 highlightsthat mass number of street girlsbelong
to Uttar Pradesh 50 per cent followed by Bihar and Rgjasthan 10 per
cent respectively. 25 per cent girlswere unableto tell their native
placewhichthey belong. They wereunaware of that.

[I.  Family background of street girls

Until today thefamily has occupied acentra placeamong the
primary socid ingtitutions. Families serve asachannel throughwhich
material and social resourcesreach children, itisthefamily which
providesthebasic materid goodsfor surviva growth and devel opment
of thechild. Familiesprovidesocia and affection aswell asmateria
supports. Production of healthy children depends much on how well
thefamiliesfunction.

But intoo many casestoday, however thefamily settingisjust
the opposite. In recent past due to many causes the nature of the
family hasbeen undergoing changesand avariety of problemsrelated
tofamily hassurfaced, an unexpectedly highvolumeof violent behaviour
isnoticed within families, most notably in theformsof husband and
wife abuse, parental abuse of their children and children’s abuse of
thelr parents and one another. The unhealthy devel opments such as
theseinthefamily havefar reaching repercussionsonthechild. The
levelsof tensions, conflict and violencein familiesmade childrento
leave home or pushed-out of home. Inthe poverty stricken families,
parents often negl ect and abandoned the children or force them to
ekeout alivingto contain their desperate situation.

Thousandsof girlsprimarily inurban areaswork andliveinthe
streets. Different categories of children in especially difficult
circumstances can beidentified; someof themmaintainfamily links
whileundertaking street work to help their family to survive, while
othersare completely cut off from their families, making streetsor
public placestheir homeand community. They liveinveryill postion.

Familyisthecradleof dl civicvirtues. Children brought upin
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families, both rich and poor imbibecertain va ueswithout any conscious
effort. They learnthejoy of sharing and respecting therightsof others
by just seeing those virtuesbeing practiced their homes. Thereisafair
chance of becoming good citizens. Thingsare so different in case of
street children. Tothem thelaw of jungleand surviva of thefittestis
thehighest virtue. Thereisno mother around them to provideexperience
of softer emotions. Theworld around themiscruel and selfish. So
thereislack of civic responghbilitiesin thesechildren.

Giventheideal conception of thefamiliesand appearance of
disturbingtrends, let usexaminethefamily milieu of street girlsof our
sample. Thefamily context of thestreet girlswill beexaminedinterms
of nature of thefamily, parental status, family -child relationsand
exploitation of thestreet girlsby parents.

Natureof the Family of Sreet Girls

The Nature of the family of the street girl’s family has been
ascertained from avariety of anglessuch as, the size of thefamily,
parents’ occupation, income and the things they own and their
relationshipwithther girl children.

Sizeof thefamily
Herewehavefocused onthefamily szewhichwill givepicture

not only of thetota membersof thefamily but soitsstrength hangers
on. Therdevant dataispresentedin following table.

Table3.9: Sizeof thefamily

Sizeof the Street girls
family members

lessthan 3 members 15

4-6 members 30

7-9 members 35
Above 10 members 20
Number of cases 100
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It exhibits from table 3.9 that majority of street girl’s family
have 7-9 members (35 per cent) followed by 4-6 members (30 per
cent) and 10-12 members (20 per cent). By contrast the proportion
of small sized family isrelatively small, that is 1-3 membershaving
only 15 per cent. If we collapsed together the above table we get
threetypesof family sizessmdl, mediumand large. It transpiresthat,
largesizefamiliesout spacethemedium and small sizefamily (55 per
cent, 20 cent and 15 cent).

Our finding thusindicatesthat thereis pre ponderous of the
largesizefamily. Thereisastreet girl family carry heavy quantum of
burden in terms of hanger —on. Poor family, the desperate situation
induceswomento producemorechildren astheir last hopeof survival.
Itslong runimplicationisthat with theincrease of hangers-oninthe
poor family, the children especially girlsareforced to jointhework
forceat homeaswell asoutsideto citiesin very hazardouswork.
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No School, No Play, Only Way of Existence: Begging
Occupation of theparents

Work isour most important activity ashuman beings. Through
work we create our world and ourselves. The products of our labour
reflect our natureand from thebasisfor our self evaluations. Further
through work we experience oursel ves as active beingsthat shapethe
world about us. Wetherefore enquired about the specific work of the
parentsengaged in.
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Table 3.10: Employment statusof parentsof street girls

Employment Father Mother
status

Servant 02 05
Laborer 08 05
Beggar 15 18
Rag picker 20 10
Sdf employed 05 02
Do not know - -
Unemployed 20 30
No parents (dead) 30 30
Number of cases 100 100

It transpiresfrom thetable 3.10 that 50 percent of fathers of
the street girls are employed where as 40 percent mothers are
employed. The mother’s employment status gives a dismal reading.
Magjority of womenarenot inpaidjobs.

Income of thefamily

Income hasto do with theamount of money peoplereceiveor
what peopleget. Incomeisimportant for individua sand familiesfor
several angds. First, incomegivespower to control utilitieswhich, in
turn, isahdlmark of socid status. Secondly, incomefacilitatesaccess
to public and private services-educationa, medical and recreationd.
Thirdly, thelife styleisdetermined, to alarge extent, by theincome
which, inturn conditionsthe group oneinteractswith. It servesasan
important aspect of status. The relevant dataregarding incomeis
presentedintable.
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Table3.11: Income of the parents (per day)

Income Father Mother
Lessthan Rs 50 25 25
Rs50 - 100 15 10
Rs 100- 150 10 05
Unemployed 20 30
Do not know 0 0
No parents 30 30
Number of cases 100 100

The table 3.11 asserts that income of both the parents is
unsatisfactory. Howsoever 25 per cent of parentsearn Rs 100-150
per day, whichisjustinthelineof dedtitution. Thisisoneof theimportant
factorsfor floating number of girlson the street becauseitisrealy
difficult to survivein so meagreincome.

Familial relation and street girls

Girlsneed more care and protection than boysbecause of their
specific needs. Proper devel opment of the girlsdependson harmonious
familid relaions. Inany family setting twoimportant bonds significant
for thechild are parent-child rel ationsand sibling relations.

Relationship between parents
Relationship between parents definitely effect the whole
persondity and development of child. Throughthemonly they socidize
and conceptualize the relations. The relationship between street girl’s
parentsisrevededinthefollowingtable.
Table 3.12: Relation between parents

Relationsbetween Street girl
parents per centage
Good 15
Moderate 20
Poor 35

No parents 30
Number of cases 100
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It displays from the table 3.12 that majority of street girls
relationship with their parentsare poor (35 per cent), moderate (20
per cent) and good (15 per cent).

Need fulfilment by theguardian
The basic needs are however met by their parents but some
other necessitiesand desires beyond basic need arenot fulfilled by
their parents and relatives. They haveto suppresstheir desires or
havetoinvolveinotherillegd activitiesto earn money inorder tofulfil
their desires. Still their adequate requirementsare unfulfilled.
Table3.13: Need fulfilment by guardian

Need fulfillment Street girls
Yes 40
No 60
Number of cases 100

Itis elucidated from the table 3.13 that 60 per cent street girls’
responsewas negative. They told that their basic needslikefood and
clothing arenot by their parentsthen how can they fulfil their other
desires. However 40 per cent girlstold they howsoever manageto
fulfil their desires.

Inwhat has gone before the persona and family back ground
of thestreet girlswereandyzed. Themgority of street girlsbelongto
age group of 9-11 years. The proportion of youngsters is and
adolescent isrdaively smdl. Alargemgority of street girlsareHindus.
Themagjority of street girlsbelong to the schedul ed caste and other
backward cagte. Thelarge group cons stsof thosewho have continuous
family contact even though they ekeout their living inthe streets. The
proportion of street girlswith occasional family contact isrelatively
small. Themgjority of street girlsareliving on the streetssince birth.
Thesignificant factorsleading the girlsto streetsare poverty forced
by parents or step parents. The sample popul ationisdominated by
street girlsmigrated fromrural aress.
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Thefamily szeisby andlargesizable. Looking at theoccupeation
and income of the parents, it can be said that familieshaveto bear
back-breaking burden of the hangers on. Themeagreincome earned
by both parentsisinsufficient to meet their endsin such hard days.
Theoccupation they doisa so non-remunerable and of low standard.
Thefamilid relationsseemto benot very cordid asthey havetostruggle
alotfor their survival. The street girl children phenomenaseemto be
the product of the poor families.

——==00==—-—
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04 TheEconomic Predicament
of Sreet Girls

Work gives a person the recognition of being engaged in
something worth and is commonly seen as the measure of an
individual’s worth. Work is a major social mechanism for placing
peopleinthelarger socid structureand affordingthemtheir identities.
In the following chapter we have focused on the street girl’s economic
conditionsand constraints.

The Congtitution of Indiamade specid provisionsfor thecare,
protection, prevention of exploitation, aswell as, moral and materia
abandonment of children. Article 24 lays down that “no child below
theageof 14 yearsshall be employed to work in any factory or mine
or engaged in any other hazardous employment”. The Directive
Principlesof Sate Policy inthe Condtitution mentionsinArticle 39(e)
that “the health and strength of workers, men and women, and the
tender ageof children are not abused and the citizensare not forced
by economic necessity to enter avocations unsuited to their age or
strength.” In addition India is a signatory to ILO Conventions that
prohibit employment of children under theageof 15.

But socid redity telsadifferent te A nationwhichiscommitted
to such lofty ideal sfavoursthe child labour whichispsychologicaly
disastrous, economicaly unsound and abovedl isasocid evil. Children
who are vulnerable to street life include those who have been
abandoned by their families or starving parentsor sent to citiesfor
because of familiesintense poverty, often with hopethat childwill be
able to earn money for their family. Street girl’s work is a part of the
larger problem of thechildlabour. They areprevented from unfolding
their potential by entering into employment at atender age. Street
girls are deprived of education, training and skills due to early
participationinwork forceand thusemptied of thefuture capacity for
earningleve of living.

43



Millionsof street girlswork to help their familiesbecausethe
adultsdo not have gppropriate employment and incomethusforfeiting
schooling and opportunitiesto play and rest, poor and bonded families
often “sell”” their children to contractors who promise lucrative jobs in
thecitiesand the street girlsend up being employedin brothdl s, hotels
and domesticwork.

A study found that girl childrenweresent towork by compulsion
and not by choice, mostly by parents, when working outsdethefamily,
street girls put in anaverage of 21 hoursof labour per week, 25 per
cent of thevictimsof commercid sexud exploitationinindiaarebd ow
18 yearsof age.

Thekindsof work street girlsareinvolvedinliesat thelowest
rung of occupational ladder. Dueto poverty and hunger street girls
accept any kind of work for meagre return in order to stay alive.
Thesechildren mostly live by illegitimate activitiessuch astheft; pick
pocketing, prostitution, snatching and running away goodsetc. and
consder themsalvesas|egitimateworkers. Theoccupation they follow
areasbeggars, hdpersindl sortsof shop or dowork ashouseservants,
selling petty things or any handicraft products, singing or playing
instrumentsin thetrainsor bus stops, sorting out rubbish dampsfor
metal or plastic objectsto sall, sweeping floorsin officesand home
asowork in myriads of small scae and unorganized factories. They
havetowork under harsh conditionsand handlework that isdirty and
dangerous which normally people refuse to do.Common jobs girl’s
doisrag picking through garbagein order to collect recycle materid.
They can be seen a ongside pigs and dogs searching through trash
heapson their hands and knees.

Whatever bethejob, thenameof thegameissurvival fromday
to day and hour to hour. In existential terms, the street is usually
perceived asaplace of hunger, suffering, exclusion, traumaand solitude.
Thedirty and dangerouswork street girl children do take only short
timeto destroy their hedth.
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Here our attention will be on the economic conditions and
constraints of street girls.
The nature of the Street Girl’s work

Right fromthe day the street girlsventureon to the streets, they
becomeembroiledinthesrugglefor surviva whichmeanswork. They
start looking for jobs and jump over whatever they could lay their
handsoninthehopeof stayingdiveevenif itishard unendinggrind
for apathetic paltry return. Street girlsareilliterate, unskilled and
unemployed. They lack theincome generating activities. Jobsopento
young, unmarried girlsispoorly paid, unpleasant and often leavethe
girlsopento adult exploitation and frequently sexual abuse.

Street girlsare employed working ininformal sectors. Some
areeither employed asdomestic servants or offering their servicesin
the househol d asunpaid workers. Theemployment of the mgjority of
street girlsarein the hidden or underground informal economy which
employsthat thereisunstableaswell acasual wagework (any way of
living which lacks a moderate degree of security of income and
employment). They haveno contract of employment, noformal channds
for setting disputes, noinsuranceagaingt S cknessor injury, no minimum
wages and no redress against an unjust empl oyer and no bargaining
power.

Thefollowing table shows the kind of work street girlsare
involvedin:
Table4.1: Kind of Work street girlsDo

Kind of work Street girls
Begging 50
Rag pickers 30
Shop/domestic Servant 05
Vendors 05
Nonworking 10
No of cases 100
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It mirrorsfrom thetable 4.1 that the mgority of the street girl
wereinvolvedin begging (50 per cent), rag pickers (30 per cent) and
as servantsand vendors (5 per cent) respectively. (10 per cent) just
accompany their elder sisters, brothersor friendswithout i ntention of
earning.

Strange, yet afact, that not asinglestreet girlsareemployedin
theformal sector. Girlswereinvolvedin collecting discarded plastics
and paper from open garbage for feeding thousands of factories set
up for recycling material fromwasteand begging. Street girlslack a
moderate degree of security of income and employment. They were
in disadvantageoussituation inthelabour market. Itistruethat nobody
prefer to keep these street girlsasdomestic servantsinfamiliesas
they areafraid of theft asthey haveno fixed shelter.

Fig2: Kind of Work Street girlsDo

CBegyng GRag pickers
1 O Shopidomestic Servant OVendors
a@Non working N
Survival Area

Street girlsunder ages 16 liveinapublicaly or privately operated
shelter designed to providetemporary living accommodationsmotels,
vehicles, campground, parks, onthe street in substandard housing or
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doubled with friendsand reatives, found in railway stations, on bus
stops, near temples, durgah, pundals, markets, under and over bridges
duetolack of housing considered asstreet children. They lack fixed,
regular and adequate residence.

Wefound thestreet girlsnot on afixed place but they used to
roam hereand there. It wasvery difficult to meet thesamegirl again
on the samefixed place and time. Thefollowing table showstheir
survival area.

Table4.2: Survival Areaof Street Girls

Survival Area Street girls
Infront of religious places 30
Infront of shops 20
Inthe street rag picking 30
Busstands 05
Railway sation 10
Vending 05
Number of cases 100

Thetable 4.2 assertsthat majority of street girls 30 per cent
were foundinfront of religious placessuch astemples, Gurudwara
or Durgah especially on the specia occasions, someweekdaysand
festivalsmostly begging. 30 per cent girlswerefound onthestreetsas
rag pickers. They weremostly seeninthe early morning, sometimes
afternoon and sometimes|ate in the evenings, 20 per cent of girls

Fig. 3: Survival Areaof Street Girls




werefoundinfront of shopsand markets. 5 per cent girlswere seen
asvendorssdlling things such astoys, Pan Masaa, water pouchesor
other petty things. 5 per cent girlswerefound onthe busstopsand 10
percent nearby railway stations.Onething wasvery peculiar that they
havenofixed placeor fixed time.

LITTLEHANDSIN GARBAGE

In search of Help, in searbh of Hope
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Factorsresponsiblefor street girlstowork on thestreet

The genesis of street girls is an offspring of the modern
environment, representsone of humanity most complex and serious
chdlenges Therearevarious causesrespons blefor thefloating number
of street girlssuch asindividua and structurd causes. Individua causes
includeswiththosemicro characteristicsthat residewithin peoplesuch
aspsychological, physcd and mentd illness, breakdown of structure
of family, family pathol ogy, domestic violence, physica and sexua
abuseand poverty. Structurd causesindudethosecharacterigticswhich
arebeyondindividua such asurbanization, indudridization, migration,
asymmetry development, war, natural calamitiesand geographical
strenuousregions.

Therearefewer girlsvisibleon the streetsthan the street boys.
Inthe present study wetried out the causeswhich madegirlstolive

and work on the streets. Following table exemplifiesthe causes of
girlstoliveonthestreet.

Table4.3: Causeswhichforced girlsto liveand work on the street

Causes Sreet Girls
Poverty 40
Forced by Parents 28
[lInessof Guardians 10
Fulfilment of requirement 10
Other causes 12
No. of Cases 100

Thetable4.3 transpiresthat 40 per cent girlsareon the streets
due to poverty, 28 per cent girls are forced by their own parents,
single parentsor step parents, 10 per cent areduetoilinessof their
parents, guardiansor with whom they liveand for fulfilment of their
requirement respectively. Only 12 per cent girlsare dueto runways
from their homes, broken homes, alurement of city life and peer
pressure.
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Itisquiteclear that family poverty ismajor causes of girlsto
comeonthestreets. The prevalenceof girl childonthestreetis, by
andlarge, aproblem of poor and destitutefamilies. Thestarving parents
let their childrento do any kind of job.

Hours of Work

The street girlshaveto work beyond normal adult work hours
of working, live inthe life of destitution. They are termed as “the poorest
of the poor.” Despite the hard labour and long hours of breathless
work, thereturnismeagre. Thestarving girl childisexploited by the
employer, parents and poor situation to work for long hoursin
unhygienic conditionswith abnormaly low wages.

Street girls’ work include monotonous work in early childhood
,heavy work load and long hours of work on the street and evenin
home which destroys their health and no training for future. The
following table highlights the hour’s street girl work per day:.

Table4.4: Hoursof Work

Hoursof work Street Girls
Lessthan 5 hours 15
5-8hours 55
8-11 hours 20
Do not work 10
Number of cases 100

Street girlswork for long hours of work intheir tender age
.Thefinding showsthat 55 per cent of girlswork for 5-8 hoursina
day, 20 per cent girlswork for 8-11 hourswhereasonly 15 per cent
street girlswork only for 5 hours and sometimes|essthan that 10 per
cent do not work asthey aretoo youngintheir ageaswell asthere
are other membersto support their family.
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LS

Chase for Survival
Rest Time

It transpirestha mgority of street girlsdo not get enough time
totakerest . They wander on the street sincethe start of the day for
rag pickingand begging. Bes desthisthey haveto do household chores
a so such ascooking, washing clothes, cleaning vessals, taking care of
kids of family. Bringing water from far away and many other
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unaccountableworks. Being agirl sheisexploited at homeaswell as
outsdethe home. Lack of rest period tremendoudy affectstheir hedth
aswel| astheir physica and mental devel opment.

Income

Incomeisimportant from severd angles.Incomegivesaperson
the power to control theutilitieswhichisthehdl mark of socid prestige
and status. Income permits access to private and public services-
educational, medica, recreationd etc. Income determinesthe style of
lifeof anindividual which condition the group oneinteracts with.
Income helps to gratify the desires and work as motivator. But
unfortunately thesmd | and young stregt girlsliveinthelineof destitution
or below destitution or poverty stricken.

It was observed that street girlsearn their livelihood mainly as
abeggar and rag picker whichisat thelowest rung of the occupationa
ladder. They work for full day for long hoursonlow wagesin order to
ensuretheir survival.

Table4.5: Per day incomeof street girls

Per day income Sreet Girls
Lessthan Rs. 50 40
Rs. 50-100 10
Rs. 100-150 05
Do not earn 30
Do not work 10
Number of cases 100

Thetable4.5 exhibit that street girlsearn very meagreincome.
40 per cent street girlsearn only lessthan Rs. 50 per day, 10 per cent
earn Rs.50-100, only 05 per cent earn Rs. 100-150. Their earnings
fluctuate and depends on the specia days or some festivals or
occasions. Sometimesdependsonthelr luck if somebody givesthem

inmercy or pity.
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These girls belong to the group which may be termed as ‘poorest
of the poor’. Looking at the working hours of work and the
corresponding income, it becomesclear that street girlsto haveto
work beyond normal adult hours of working for living and get very
lessinreturn.

When asked to whom they givetheir earnings, the response
can beseeninthefollowing table.

Fig. 4: Per Day Incomeof Street Girls

b b oLl

-

L...U;n Rs. Rs. 50-100 Rs. 100-150 Do not earn Do not work

Table4.6: Towhom street girlsgivetheir income

Towhom they give Street girls
their income

Mother 20
Father 10
Rdaives 15
Friends 05
Keepourselves 10

Do not earn 30

Do not work 10
Number of cases 100
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Thetable4.6 exemplify that girlsthosewho eernwhatever money
by any way giveto their mothers (20 per cent), father (10 per cent),
relatives (15 per cent), friends (5 per cent), keep themselves (10 per
cent ). 30 per cent girlsdo not earn asthey work asregisters. 10 per
cent girlsdo not work.

Savings
If theincomeissmall thesavingisexpected tobesmall. The
followingtabledigplaystheir saving.
Table4.7: Savingsof street girls

Whether savemoney | Street girls
Yes 05
No 95
Number of cases 100

Thetable4.7 revealsthat asmany as 95 per cent of girlshave
no saving. Only a small percentage 05 per cent are able to save
somewhat. They have no savings to meet their uncertainties and
contingenciesof life. Thisimpliesthat whatever incomeaccruestothe
street girl isspent or taken away by their parent and relativesand they
areleft with no saving to meet their emergenciesand uncertaintiesby
life. Thegirlsthosewho savelittle many with them buy eatablesfor
them of their choiceor purchaseartificial ornament for themsel ves.
Sometimethey makefunwiththeir friends.

Itistragicthat street girlsare sometimesforced by their parents
or relativesto earn and bring target money and how so ever if girlsare
unabletofulfil desiresof their parentsand rd ativesthey aremdtrested,
beaten or scolded. Thefollowing table manifeststherelevant data.
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Table4.8: Behaviour of parents/rel ativeswhen not earned

expected money
Behaviour of parents Street girls
and relatives
Behavebadly 50
Behavenormd 10
Do not earn 40
Number of cases 100

Thetable 4.8 highlightsthat when street girlsare unableto
bring expected money parents and rel atives use abusive languages,
beat, sometimes do not give food and behave badly (50 per cent),
Only 10 per cent parents do not pressurize their daughtersto bring
target money and behave normal. 40 per cent girlsdo not work as
they areinvolveinrag picking or just accompany their family members,

Household activities

Household work ismainly attributed to girlswhich areincluded
servicesthat go far beyond house-keeping activitiessuch ascleaning,
washing, cooking etc. Street girlswander fromtheday outsideaswell
asareinvolvedin household activities. Thefollowing table showsthe
vivid pictureof their household street girlsareinvolvedin

Table4.9: Household activitiesstreet girlsinvolvedin

Household activity Street girl
Cooking 05
Cleaningvesds 10
Washing clothes 05
Bringingwater 30
Look after kids 10
Doadll work 30
Do not work 10
No. of cases 100
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Thetable 4.9 focusesthat 30 per cent girlsdo all the house
hold choresof their home of al agegroup girls. Remaining girlsare
involvedincooking (5 per cent), cleaning vessel s(10 per cent), washing
clothes (5 per cent), bringing water (30 per cent) and ook after kids
(20 per cent).10 per cent do not do any work asthey aretoo small
and there are other membersto help their parents.

Geeta(age 14) said that,

“Being the eldest | am burdened with lot of responsibilities | have
to perform all the household chores and have to look after my
younger siblings. Whatever remainingtimel get | wander in streets
and beg. I hardly have any time for myself. | feel very sad.”

In what has gone before, we examined the economic
predicament of thestreet girls. Themain occupationsof thestreet girls
werebeggarsand rag pickers. All thestreet girlswork inthehousehol d
and hidden sector of informal economy. They dothe unstable, casua
work for which they get poor wages and have no bargai ning power.
Thekind of work they do liesat thel owest rung of occupationd ladder.
They work under harsh conditionsand handlework that isdirty and
dangerouswhich normally peoplerefugeto do. They work for full
timeoutsideandinside the house beyond adult working hours. They
do not set rest time. Thereturnisvery meagre. Theincomeisjust
below theline of destitution. They are maltreated at homewhen not
earned the expected money. These street girlshave minimal or no
saving to meet their contingenciesof life. Street girlshaveno contract
of employment; no formal channelsfor setting disputes, noinsurance
against severeinjury no minimum wages, no redress against unfit
employer. They earnin aninhumanway of livelihood .



05 TheBasic NeedsDeprivation

Our attention now turns on the analysis of street girl’s basic
and socia psychologica needsdeprivation. Theanalysisof chapter
will tel uswherethey stand intermsof deprivation of their basic needs
and what isneeded to be done.

Needs are defined on the basis of objective and subjective
criteria - ‘true’ and “basic’ and ‘non-basic’ and ‘false’ needs. Usually
basic needs are defined as those needs that are directly related to
physical surviva and most e ementary conditionsof ameaningful life
inthe society. When wetak of dimensionsof basic needs, it is, of
course relative and depends on circumstances of time and place.
Generdly thereisagreement about what needsaremost basichut itis
amost impossi bleto definethe modes of application of higher non-
basic needs, suchasneedfor leisure, self-redlization, satisfaction and
cultural development.

Our study focuses on two needs of street girls. First, basic
needswhichindudephysologicd needssuch asadequatefood shdlter,
clothing, water, sanitation education and recreation. The second need
issocio-psychologicad needsthat arerdated withlove, affection, care
interaction, security and safety. These needs become necessary, for
they areessentid for their development asahuman being.

Basic Physiological Needs

Everyone has aright to an adequate standard of living for
himself and for hisfamily, including adequate food, clothing, and
housing and to the continuousimprovement of theliving conditions.
Food

Food isthebasic need of lifeand sustenance. Hunger isseen

asanimportant enemy and freedom from hunger abasic humanright.
Even so, not every individua onthefaceof thisplanetisableto satiate
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thisprimordia needs. Thequality of lifeismeaninglesswithout heath
which hasdirect linkagewith diet. Unless persons get the minimum
food to survivetoday, therewill be no futuretomorrow to enjoy.

Most of the street girlsweredeprived of food. Our focusis
ontheavailability of food, theway hunger isovercomeand availability
of food of choice. Thefollowing tableexhibitsthe availability of food.

Table5.1: Availability of Food

Availability of Food Street Girls
Home 35
Outside 40
Not available 25
No. of Cases 100

It transpiresfrom thetable5.1 that only 35 percent street girls
get sufficient food fromtheir own homewhereas 65 per cent girlsget
food either from outside (40 per cent) or do not get sufficient food
(25 per cent).

Sometimesthesegirls haveto remain contended with one
meal or two meals aday. Sometimes these street girls do not take
breakfast, work hard and roam on the street for long hourswith empty
stomach. Many atimestheir parentsbring leftoversfrom wherethey
work, otherwise these girls satisfy their hunger by begging, from
religious places, theft from shopsor other places,edt | eftovers, from
dustbinsand sometimesget fromintimatefriends.

Very rarely these girlsget food of their own choice. That too
depends on the mercy of others. The following table displaysthe
availability of food of their choice.
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Table5.2: Availahility of Food of choice

Availability of food Street Girls
of choice

On Festival and ceremony 15
Fromreligiousplaces 05
Give Passersby 10
Own earned money 10

Do not get 60

No. of Cases 100

Fromthetable5.2itismanifest that very rarely street girlsget
food of their own choice. They were eager to eat food and snacks
likeother children eat and drink but unfortunately itisnot availableto
them, easily. They get food of their choiceon someimportant festivals
and ceremoniessuch asmarriageor degth (15 per cent), fromreligious
placestemples, Gurudwarasetc. (05 per cent), get from the passers
by (10 per cent) and from their own money (10 per cent).60 per cent
girlshavenever tasted food of their own choice.

Seeta (7 yearsold) said that,

“Whenever | see other children of my age eating mouth
watering dishes and enjoying, | feel so bad. | feel so deprived. |
curse my destiny, | dream of a better life.”

Itisfound that street girlswere greatly deprived of sufficient
and nutritiona food. Health and nourishment areintimately linkedin
childhood. The lack of adequate food stunt their growth and
devel opment andincrease susceptibility to diseases. They suffer from
under nourishment and vitamin deficiency.
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Fig. 5: Availability of Food of Choice
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Life On Leftover
Shelter

Theshdterisoneof theimportant basic needsof humanbeings
for which he/she has been struggling ever since. The choiceof house
islimited by theincome and occupation. Theabsence of decent house
meanslack of status, prestige and power in society. Poverty isclosdy
related to poor shelter. Many who live with their parentshave poor
houseslocated mostly in dumsor street. Thefollowing tableexplains
thetypesof housesthey residein.

Table5.3: Typesof house

Types of House Street Girls
Polythene 50
Kuchcha/mud 20
Straw 30
No. of Cases 100

Fromthetable 5.3 itisapparent that 50 percent girlsresidein
Plastic or polythene houses, 30 per cent in straw and bamboo, and
20 per cent in mud or Kuchchahouses, weretemporary in natureand
ableto protect themand their familiesproperly. Inlack of house, the
street girls’ social interaction becomes limited and they were forced to
liveinaneghborhood with smilar people. Poor locditiesmean denid
of public goods and services such as el ectricity and water supply.
They havenotoiletsand bathroom. Sothey al gototoilet on roadsor
inopen areas. They were unableto use Sulabh Toilets, asthey take
user charges.

Street girlshaveno proper night shelter. Either they Sleepin
one covered room with their wholefamily membersor deep out side
withfamily members. Thefollowing tableunfurlstheir night shelter.
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Table5.4: Night Shelter of Street Girls

Night Shelter Street Girls
InsdeHomewithfamily 70
Outsdehomewithfamily 30
No. of Cases 100

Thetable5.4 elucidatethat 70 percent of street girlssleepin
night with their family membersinsidethe house and 30 percent deep
outsidewith one or the other family members. Thisquestionstheir
social security and safety aswell asand health hazards.

Clothing

Clothingisalso abasic requirement but these street girlsdo
not possess even minimum clothing. Street girlsdo wear clothesbut
their conditionisbad. Their clothesare soiled and dirty or bear holes
or patches. Ininclement westher severe cold or stormy- the clothes
areinsufficient to protect the children from hazards of e ement. 80
per cent girlsdo not have sufficient clothesto wear. Thefollowing
tableindicatesthe arrangement of clothesfor them.

Kind of Work : Ragpicking
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Homlessness a Curse
Table5.5: Clothesarranged

Clothesarranged | Street Girls
OnFedivds 10
OnOccasions 10
Regular Purchase 02
never purchased 78
No. of Cases 100

The table 5.5 reveals that only 20 percent street girl’s parents
or relatives purchase clotheson festivalsor occasion suchasmarriage
or any ceremony. 78 per cent parentshave never bought sngleclothes
for their kids. They get clothesfromtheir work place or outsideso no
need to buy. Moreover they can not afford and clothesarenot intheir
priorities. Only 02 percent families purchase clothesfor their children.

Education

Educationisessentid for every child. It devel opsthefaculties
of aperson, acquaintshimwith theworld around himand satisfiesthe
need of intellectua development.

Educations of street girlsare very unsatisfactory. They have
never beento school. Only 2 per cent girlshave goneto school nearby
just for few daysin greed of food. Thereasonsthey gavewerepoverty
andworkload. They wereeven not avarethat freeschoolingisprovided
by government. Theredlity saysdifferenttae.

Recreation

Depending upon opportunities and meansfor recregtion, the
person relaxes hig/her body and mind becomes creative. Recreation
isessential for aperson. Thefollowing tablefocuses how the street
girlsindulgethemselvesin recreationin spite of lack of recreation
fecilitiesavailabletothem.
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Table5.6: RecreationAvail by Street Girls

M eansAvailable Street Girls
Televison 65
Cinema 05
Games 10
Market, Mela& Others 20
No. of Cases 100

Thetable5.6 bringto theview that street girlsdo not possess
televisonintheir homesbut they do entertainthemsdvesfromwetching
TV in neighborhood, friend’s houses or in front of shops. 5 per cent
watch cinemawith their pocket money and withther friend circle. 10
per cent street girlsstill play Gulli Dandaand other traditional outdoor
games. 10 per cent street girlsgoto seeMda, market, circusor swings.
When asked that how they arranged money for recreation, most of
them entertain themsd veswith freerecreation.

Table5.7: Sourceof money for recreation

Sour ce of Money Street Girls
Parents 05
Friends 10
Our own money 10
Freerecreation 75
No. of Cases 100

Thetable5.7 depictsthat 05 per cent street girlsget money
for recreation from their parents, 10 per cent by intimatefriendsand
10 per cent girls spent their own money on recreation .75 per cent
Street girlsavail free of cost recrestion.

I'1. Social-Psychological Needs

The socid-psychological needsarethosefor socia approva
andfor giving and receiving friendship needsfor interacting with other
people. The belongingness and love needs include such needs as
affection, affiliation and identification. Loverefersto fondnessor
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warmth and affection but these girlslack loveand affectionfromtheir
parentsaswell associety.

Thefollowingtablereflectson the parent child rel ationship
and behavior of parentswiththeir girl children.
Table5.8: Behaviour of Family Memberstowards street girls

Behaviour of Sreet Girls
Family Members

Satisfactory 20
Unsatisfactory 80

No. of Cases 100

It mirrors from the table 5.8 that 80 per cent of Street girls’
parentsand rel ativesbehave very badly with their children. They were
physically, emotionally and mentally abused and even beaten many
times. Itisredly disheartening to seetheir torturefromtheir parents
and relatives. When asked why beaten, thefollowing table manifests
thevivid pictureof the causesof physica and menta abuse.

Table5.9: Reasonsfor abuse

Reasonsfor abuse Sreet Girls
Askingfor food 20
For doing household work 30
Asking for money 10
For not earning 20
WrongAct 10
Not abused 10
No. of Cases 100

Thetable5.9 showsthat 90 per cent street girlswerephysicaly
and mentally abused for asking of food, for not doing household work,
asking for money, not for earning money andinvolvinginwrong act.
Only 10 per cent street girlswere not abused.

They sharetheir feelingsand emotionswith their friendsas
interactiona and sharing need isalsoimportant. Very few girlsshare

65



their matter with their parents. They neither understand nor havethey
timeto listen the problemsof their children. They too had their own
problems. Street girlshavetheir own friend circles. They share, play
and quarrel with their peer groups. The egoistic need refersto needs
for prestige, success, self respect and confidence, recognition,
appreciation and contentment. But these street girls lack socio-
psychological need fulfilment which results in underdevel oped
personality. They werein great aggression and emotiondly disturbed.
Besides family members’ passers by, shopkeepers, children of rich
familiesd so useabus ve commentsonthem. They fed sad, humiliated,
and angry and always cursetheir family and society.

Thefollowing table andysesthethought ari seswhen deprived
of basic needs.
Fig. 6: Reasonsof Abuse

M::hr For doing Asking for For not earning Wrong Act  Not sbused
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Table5.10: Thought arousal when deprived of basic needs

Thought arousal when Sreet Girls
deprived of basic needs

fulfillment

CurseDegtiny 25
Curse Parents 20
Anger Burst 25

Fed Helpless 10
Involveinlllegd Act 05
Fulfill fromHome 10

No. of Cases 100

It is evident from the table 5.10 that when street girls are
deprived of basic needsthey expresstheir thought and anger in many
ways. Thesegirlsblamedestiny (25 per cent), curse parents (20 per
cent), angry (25 per cent), feel helpless (10 per cent) andinvolvein
illegal act (05 per cent). Only 10 per cent girlsare satisfied asthere
needsarefulfilled a home.

Itisassumed that greater the socia acceptance of the parents
and family, the greater is the child’s sense of social security. Safety
needsrefersto the motivation to be protected from danger threat and
deprivation. These street girlsare alwaysin fear with policemen,
shopkeepers, neighbors’, etc.

Intheanayssof basic need deprivation researcher found that
street girlswere deprived of all the basic need required for survival.
65 per cent street girls get food either from outside or do not get
sufficient food. 60 per cent girlshave never tasted food of their own
choice. Street girl” families have no proper and permanent shelter.
Girls’ lack proper night shelter and always have threat of safety. 78
per cent street girls’ parents have never bought single clothes for their
kids. 98 per cent girlshave never been to school. Most of the street
girlsrecreastethemsavesin someor the other way mostly free of cost.
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The deprivation of socio psychol ogical needssuch aslove
and affection, socia interaction, egoistic, security needs, and socia
acceptance and contentment have severeimpact on girls psyche. It
reveals from the analysis that 80 per cent of street girls” parents and
relatives behave very badly with their daughters. They had to hear
abusive comments from the passerby’s everyday. There is no doubt
that theeffect of hurt, pain, anger, humiliation andlossof sdf esteemis
enormous. Street girlswho have been repeeatedly subjected to physica
and mental abuse carry theeffectsof it al throughtherr life.

——==00==—-—
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06 Health And Specific Problems
of TheSreet Girls

Street girlsare beset with specia problem of their lifeand living
on the street that are sui-generis applicable only to their kind and
deserveaseparatetreatment and attitude. In thischapter our attention
isfocused upon hedlth and specific problemsof adolescent Street girls
confront.

Patriarcha norms, low status of women and preferencefor
mal echildren arethe primary reasonsthat threaten survivd of female
childreninindia Thedarmingfactisthat femaeinfanticideor foetuses
hasincreased over the past few decades. Whilein 1960 there were
976 girlsbornfor every 1000 boys, in 2001, thereareonly 927 girls
for every 1000 boysand in 2012, thereare only 940 girlsfor every
1000 boys. In addition to the deaths of infants and children dueto
mal nourishment and disease, innumerable and unrecorded numbers
of girl children arekilled within hoursof being bornwhilemany others
arekilledinthewombitself. 1 out of every 6 girlsdoesnot liveto see
her 15th birthday. Street girlshedlth conditionsareworst than normal
housed girls.

Health

Health isone of the basic human needsand accessto health
servicesan undeniableright of every one. Hedlth hasabroader meaning
referringto astate of completephysica, mental and socia well being
and merely theabsence of diseaseand infirmity. Health encompasses
psycho- socio- somatic devel opment of the human being.

But unfortunately street girlscondtitute the section of population
which hasleast benefitted from these advancementsin which these
girl children often precluded the actua enjoyment of theright to have
accessto health facilities on par with other sections of society. The
gtuaionsturnout to befurther worsedueto shortageof hedthfacilities
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andfunctionariesinthelocalitieswherethey live .Poverty isoneof the
main hindrancefor their mal nutrition and poor health .Street girlsface
multiple, profound risksto their hedth.

Homeless girlsare morelikely to experience chronic health
problems and infectious diseasesthan housed children. Constant
physical and mental strain and living inenvironment least protected
against health hazardsmakes street girlshighly proneto infectious
diseases. Exposureto contaminated environmental dangersof weather
and unavailability of thebasic needssuch asfood, shelter and clothing,
bathing and toilet facilities pronemoreto diseasesto street girls.

Poor nutrition also contributes to street girl’s poor health.
Surviving on streets, street children have no scopefor getting two
sguare mealsevery day. Reliance on junk and discarded, often stale
food does not provide enough calorific nutrition necessary for their
physica growth. They suffer from manutrition. Thereislack of attention
to nutritional needsessential for their futureroleas child bearer and
caregiver. Homeessgirl children aresix timesmorelikey than other
children to have stunned growth and seven times more likely to
experienceiron deficienciesleading to anaemia. Children borninto
homelessnessaremorelikely to havelow weightsdueto lack proper
food and nutrition. Street girlsgenerally lack accessto cons stent health
careandthislack of careincreases severity of illness. They receive
poor preventivecare.

Theylack badcresourcesto susainahedthy living . They usudly
have no financia meansto buy decent clothing and no money to buy
food, whichiscrucid for their development .Street girlsliveinthe
placeswherethey are not adequately protected from the environment.
They rarely have accessto facilitiesthat they need for hygieneand
sanitation, such astoiletsand clean and safewater supply. Thedifficult
surroundings often affect health of street girls.
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Heavy work load on them d so effect the growth of their height
and weight and arethwarted asthey carry heavy loadson their heads
and backs. At the very tender age they start consuming tobacco or
drugswhich retard their physical growth. Thereisincreasing rate of
reproductive health problems among adolescent girls. Lack of
knowledge and facilitiesfor both pre adol escent and adol escent girls
regarding mengtruation and other devel opmental needsa so affect their
hedith.

Hereour focusison the preventive and curative hedlth status.
Thefollowing discussonwill beontheir cleanliness habits, diseases,
place oftreatment and vaccination status.

Cleanliness
Respondentswereinquired about their cleanliness of teeth,
bathing and washing clothes. Thefollowing table givesthe picture of
their persona hygiene.
Table6.1: Regularity of Personal Hygiene

Per sonal Daily Sometimes| Rarely | Total no.
hygiene of cases
Teeth 10 70 20 100
Bathing 20 50 30 100
Weashing 10 65 25 100
clothes

Thetable6.1 explainsthat street girlscleanther teethdaily (10
per cent),cleans sometimes (70per cent) and cleansrarely (20 per
cent),takebath daily (92 per cent ),bath sometimes (50 per cent) and
bath rarely (30 per cent),washes their clothes daily (10 per cent),
sometimes (65 per cent) and bath rarely 25 (per cent). It seemsthat if
somegirlswere aware of their hygiene and cleanliness, but dueto
lack of availability of water and toil etsthey were unableto take care
of their personal cleanliness.
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Diseases

Most of the street children experiencetwo or moreillnesses
per month. They suffer from most chronic health problems such as
endocrinedysfunctionsor neurological disorders. Ascompared with
housed children, home esschildren suffer from fivetimestherate of
diarrheal infections as housed children. They also suffer from
tuberculosis, asthma, fatigue, anaemia, nerve damage.

Researcher found that out of 100 sample 80 per cent of street
girls were suffering from some or the other diseases. They were
ma nourished; pa ethin seemsto beweak. Dueto poverty, basic need
deprivation and unavailability of accessto hedlth services, parents of
thesegirlsdonot careof their children. It isal so found that parents of
thesegirlsarerductant about thehedth of their girl child. Street girls
suffer from many diseases such as T.B, Skin problems, Asthmaand
many other diseases. Surprising they were unableto identify their
diseases.

Treatment

Thefollowingtablepicturesthe health Satusand trestment taken
whenthey getill.

Table6.2: Place of treatment

Place of treatment Sreet Girls
Government 05
Private Nil
Registered medicd practitioners 05
Homeremedies 80
No treatment 10
No of cases 100

Thetable 6.2 transpiresthat 80 per cent of street girlswere
treated at home and with herbal remedies. Only 5 percent go to
government hospital and parents, registered medical practitioner
respectively. 10 per cent girlswere poorly neglected and do not get
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even homeremedies. Itisirony that 90 per cent street girls have
never visited to any hospital becausethey either get hometreatment
or neglected.

Neeru (age 11 years) responded that,

“Being a girl child I am always neglected. Whenever I suffer
fromillness nobody attends me and bother sto take meto hospital.
| feel annoyed, why did | survive. | hate my parents.

Fig. 7: Placeof Treatment
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Most of thestreet girlshave never visited hospitalsor doctors.
Traditional practicesdetrimenta to health or devel opment of street
girls. Lack of accesstoimmunization and medical servicesoften leads
them to permanent deformities and disabilities.When asked whether
immunized against diseasestheresponsewas negative.

Table6.3: Immunization

I mmunized Street girls
Yes 02
No 65
Do not know 33
No of cases 100
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The table 6.3 depictsthat mgority of girlswerenot immunized
and wereproneto variousdiseases. 2 per cent of girlswhich respond
in positivewereimmunized only against polio. Some of them have
taken polio drops provided free by government but thisnumber is
asoverylessmainly dueto unawareness. Remaining 33 percent girls
do not remember that any immuni zation have been givento them.

Addiction to Drugs

Duringinvestigation theresearcher found that most of the street
girl’s family members and friends take some or the other types of drug
like Pan Masala, Tobacco, Bidi, andAlcohol etc. Just toforget their ill
condition and sooner they become addicted to somedrugs. Their
children also imitatethem. It isso surprising that most of thegirlsof
agegroup of 9-15 yearsweretaking Pan Masalaand tobacco. They
do not get proper meal but some or the other way they arrangeto buy
Pan Masalaand drugs. When inquired how they become addicted,
thereply can be seen fromthefollowingtable.

Table6.4: Reasonsfor addiction

Reason for addiction Street girls
Peer pressure 15
Familyinfluence 20
For pleasure 05
Tensionreleased 10
Do not take 50
No of cases 100

The table 6.4 focuses that 50 percent of street girls were
addicted due to some or other reasons. 20 percent of girls were
influenced by family membersbecausethe r father, mother or relatives
were addicted. 15 per cent girlswere habitual of Pan masaladueto
pressure of their friends and oncethey havetasted they cannot leave
it. 10 per cent were consuming drugsto releasetheir tension. 5 per
cent of girlswereinvolved for pleasureand fun.

74



It seemsthat morethe poorer, morethedrug addicts. Thereason
behind addictionisfound that [abor classhome essfamilies haveno
any meansof recreation so they involvethemselvesin such activities
liketaking acohol ingroup or doneor family members.Other causes
werefound that take drugsto releasethemsa vesfromthelr tiredness
andtensontoforget therill conditions. They wereusudly addicted to
varioustypesof drugs. Thishasdirect impact ontheir children.

Specific adolescent needsandDevelopmental Constraints

The process of growing up as afemale in our society is a
complex phenomenon. With the onset of puberty, thegirl childis
transformed in awomen. They are not aware of the physical and
hormonal changesof their bodi es. During adolescence, young people
go through many changes asthey move from childhood into physica
maturity. Early, pre pubescent changes occur when the secondary sexud
characteristics appesr.

Girlsmay beginto develop breast budsasearly as8 yearsold.
Breastsdevelopfully between ages 12 and 18. M enarche (thebeginning
of menstrua periods) typicaly occursabout 2 yearsafter early breast
and pubic hair appear. It may occur asearly asage 10, or aslateas
age 15. Girlshave arapid growth in height between ages 9.5 and
14.5, peaking at around age 12.

The sudden and rapid physical changes that adolescents go
through make adol escents very self-conscious, sensitive, and worried
about their own body changes. They may make painful comparisons
about themsd veswith their peers. Because physicd changes may not
occur in asmooth, regular schedul e, adolescents may go through
awkward stages, both about their appearance and physical
coordination. Girlsmay beanxiousif they arenot reedy for thebeginning
of their menstrua periods.

During adolescence, itisnormal for young peopleto beginto
separatefromtheir parents and establish their ownidentity. In some
cases, thismay occur without aproblem from their parentsand other
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family members. However, in some families, the adolescent’s rebellion
may |ead to conflict asthe parentstry to keep control. Asadolescents
pull away from their parentsinasearch for their own identity, their
friendsbecomemoreimportant. Their peer group may becomeasafe
haven, inwhich the adol escent cantest new idess. In early adol escence,
the peer group usually consists of non-romantic friendships, often
including “cliques,” gangs, or clubs. Members of the peer group often
trytoact dike, dressalike, have secret codesor rituas, and participate
inthesameactivities. Astheyouth girlsmovesinto mid-adolescence
and beyond, the peer group expandsto includeromantic friendships.

Morethan 50 percent girlsof our sample haveattained puberty
and entered the genital and adolescent stage. At this stagethe street
girlsneedstoilet facilitiesand privacy during menses, retiring place,
guidance about devel opment problem and facts of lifeand medical
assistance. But unfortunately thesegirlshaveno accessto such fecilities
Here, weexaminethespecific problemsfaced by thestreet girlsduring
their menstruation, awareness and privacy. The following table
emphasisthenumber of girlshaving started menstruation.

Table6.5: Status of menstruation

Satusof menstruation | Street girls
Yes 48
No 52
No of cases 100

Thetable 6.5 elucidates that 48 percent of street girls have
started menseswhere as 52 percent has yet not started because of
underage or dueto malnutrition and anemia.

Although girlswererductant and feeling shy on such private
and question but how so ever dueto rapport of researcher they were
ready to answer the question when researcher enquire whether their
mensesisregular or not the responsewasthat 30 percent girlshave
regular periodsand 18 percent of them haveirregular.
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Thefollowing tableshowswithwhom they sharetheir problems
Table6.6: Withwhom they share

Shared with Street girls
Mother 18
friends 20
relaives 05
Do not share 05
Not started menses 52
No of cases 100

Thetable6.6 transpiresthat street girlsshared their problems
occurred during mensesfor thefirg timewith their friends (20 percent),
mother (18 percent), relatives (5 per cent) and 5 percent girlsdo not
sharethisproblemto anyonebut tacklethemselves.

It wasfound themgjority of street girlswere unaware of usage
of sanitary napkins.those who know, but cannot afford .Very few
dtreet girlshave purchased napkinsfrom their own money but only for
onceor twicealmost all the street girlsuse dirty old clothes. Their
hedthisadversdy affected.

Fromtheabovefindingsitisclear that most of girlsduetolack
of availability of water, toiletsthey are unableto take care of their
personal cleanliness,suffer from many diseasessuch asT.B, asthma
and skin diseases, they weretreated with only home remedies, 98
percent girlsare not vaccinated. M ost of them were drug addi cted.
48 percent street girls have attained puberty; only 43 percent girls
shared their problemswithther friends, rel atives or parents. Asfar as
their development needs are concerned they lack all the basic
requirement of toiletsand privacy during their menses, can not afford
sanitary napkins so suffer from many diseases.



07 Sexual Abuseof Sreet Girls

Throughout the greater part of human history mentended to
regard women asinferior and of lower order. Elevated in rhetoric,
crushed in fact, girls have far too long, been made victim of men’s
many tyrannical cruetiesasinjustice. Causing carna catastropheis
one of the most demeaning devices men have adapted to smoother
and subjugate girlsand thereby, sustain their own superiority. Asa
matter stands, thedanger of sexua exploitationsever present, and a
largenumber of street girlsexperiencesomeform of physical or sexua
abuse.Inthischapter wewill focusonthe sexua abuseof street girls.

Sexual abuse of childrenisbecomingaharshredlity al over
theworld. Child abuse is shrouded in secrecy and thereis acon-
spiracy of silencearound the entire subject. Lack of empirical evi-
denceand quditativeinformation onthedimensionsof girl child abuse
and neglect makesit difficult to addresstheissuein acomprehensive
manner. Bes desother abuses, sexud abuseisoneof themost shameful
abuses.

Child sexud abuseisaform of child abuseinwhichan adult
or ol der adolescent abusesachildfor sexua stimulation. Asdefined
by the World Health Organization, “child sexual abuse is the involve-
ment of achildin sexua activity that he or shedoesnot fully compre-
hendisunableto giveinformed consent to, or that violatesthelawsor
social taboos of society. Child sexual abuseisevidenced by thisac-
tivity between achild and an adult or another child who by age or
development isinareationship of responsibility, trust or power, the
activity beingintended to gratify or satisfy the needs of the other per-
son. Thismay includebut isnot limited to: theinducement or coercion
of achildto engageinany unlawful activity, the exploitativeuse of a
childinprostitution or other unlawful sexud practicesand theexploit-
ative use of children in pornographic performances and materials.”
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However, therearemany formsof sexual abuse. Sexua abuse
include: asking or pressuring achildto engagein sexud activities, in-
decent exposureof thegenitalstoachild, displaying pornography toa
child, actual sexua contact against achild, physica contact with the
child’s genitals, or using a child to produce child pornography, assault,
including rape and sodomy, touching or fondling achild, exhibition-
ism-forcing achildto exhibit higher private body parts, photograph-
ingachildinnudeandforciblekissng.

In most cases sexually abused children go unreported .Very
often children do not evenredizethat they arebeing abused. Ona
study on Women’s Experiences of incest and childhood sexual abuse
conducted by RAHI, some of therespondents have stated that till the
questionnairewas administered to them they did not redlize that they
had been abused as children. They had buried theincident asapanful
and shameful onenot to be ever told to anyone.

The subject of child sexual abuseisstill atabooinIndia A
very large percentage of peoplefed that thisisalargdy western prob-
lem and that child sexual abuse doesnot happenin India. Part of the
reason of courseliesinatraditiona conservativefamily and commu-
nity structurethat doesnot talk about sex and sexudity at al. Parents
do not speak to children about sexuality aswell asphysica and emo-
tional changesthat take place during their growing years. Moreover
much of thissexual violenceisinflicted by family membersor other
people residing in or visiting a child’s family home-people normally
trusted by children and often responsiblefor their care. Asaresult of
this, al formsof sexua abusethat achild facesdo not get reported to
anyone.

Thegirl, whose mother has not spoken to her even about a
basicissuelike menstruation, isunableto tell her mother about the
uncleor neighbor who has made sexual advancestowardsher. This
silence encourages the abuser so that heisembol dened to continue
the abuse and to press his advantage to subject the child to more
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severeformsof sexua abuse. Very often children do not evenredize
that they are being abused.

Some deep seated fear hasaways moved Indian familiesto
keep their girls and their “virginity’ safe and many kinds of social and
cultural practices have been built around ensuring this. Thisshows
that thereisknowledge of thefact that agirl child isunsafethough
nobody talksabout it. However thisfear isonly around girlsand the
safety net isgenerally not extended to boys. In many places, adults
wereoutspoken about therisk of sexud violencethelr children faced
at school, inthe streetsor at play in the community, but rarely did
adults speak of children’s risk of sexual abuse within the home and
family sexual violenceagainst children foster apervasive culture of
dlence, wherechildren cannot speak about sexud violenceinthehome,
and where adultsdo not know what to do or say if they suspect some-
onethey know issexudly abusingachild.

Congtraintsof child sexud auseincludeguilt and self-blame,
flashbacks, nightmares, insomnia, fear of thingsassociated with the
abuse (including objects, smells, places, doctor’s visits, etc.), self-
esteemissues, sexua dysfunction pain, addiction, self-injury, suicida
ideation, somatic complaints, depression, post-traumatic stressdis-
order, anxiety, other mental illnessesincluding border line persondity
disorder and dissociative, identity disorder, propensity to re-victim-
izationinadulthood, bulimianervosa, physicd injury tothechild, among
other problems.

Needlessto say, sexual abuseof girlsisapersond crisiswith
full of problemsof immense magnitude psycho-socio-somatic, al at
once being so complex that defy description. Psychol ogicaly, the suf-
ferer becomesthe prey of perpetua guilt of her modesty having been
outraged at alien handsfor therest of her life. Thementa trauma, at
times, may so deep that the victims may become mentally deranged
or may run away from hometo fal prey to prostitution, or may seek
solacein suicide. The severity of theimpact of sexua impact varies
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depending upon whether thevictimisachild or ayoungster. Socially
the sexual experience against wishes confuses the victims’ views about
therel ationship between sexudlity, normal life, violenceand humilia-
tion.

Studieshaveidentified difficult Stuation of abuse, exploite-
tion, violenceand discrimination committed againgt girlson the streets.
Existing socio-economic conditionsrender some children vulnerable
and moreat risk to sexual abuse, exploitation and neglect. They have
to face teenage pregnancy, stereotyped negative portrayal sex ob-
jectsor victimsin advertisements, proliferation of pornography that
promoteand reinforce sexud abuse, involvement of commercid sexud
exploitation and work in bars, highincidence of sexud abuse specialy
incestuous rape and sodomy among girl children’s, incase, act of usu-
ally victimsof child abuse and more effected by HIV/AIDS. Thou-
sandsof street girlsareworking as sex workers. Exploitation of these
childrentakeshorribleforms. Therich fromthedeveloped world visit
devel oped countriesfor producing pornographic videosandthesegirls
areeaslly preyed to them.

Streetsteen girls experience most of the same problem as
floating sex workersand in addition, arefrequently subjected to sexud
violence. Itisreported that 70 % of street girls have been victims of
sexual abuse; whileanother sudy putsthefigure as80% .Study found
that girlswho turn to streetsare generally younger than street boys.
Girlsareofteninvisbleasthey donot travel around thecity at night.

Street girlsare seen asasoci o-economy phenomenon rather
than asocid category- aphenomenon created by socid systems, gender
rulespolitical and economic.

Inthefollowing chapter sexual abuse of street girlsaredis-
cussed. Thestreet girlsin their teenagearemost vulnerableand highly
sexually abused. Although they were shy and hesitated when sex re-
lated questionswereasked. How so ever after lotsof effortsand prom-
iseto keeptheinformation confidentia they becomeready to respond.
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Whether sexually abused

Mogt of thegirlsof different age group are someor other way
sexudly abused. Thefollowing table unfurlsthesexudly abused girls.

Table7.1: Whether sexualy abused

Whether sexually Street girls
abused

Yes 70

No 30
Total 100

Thetable 7.1 exhibits that 70 per cent of street girlswere
sexually abused whereas 30 per cent of girlswerenot abused. Either
they were unableto answer or hiding theinformation. How so ever
most of thegirlswerebeow 10 years of age so they were unaware of
such sexual abuse.

Forms of sexual abuse

Inthe society the different formsof sexual abusesuch asas-
saultincluding rgpe, touching or fondling of private parts, exhibition of
private body parts, photographing nude, forciblekissing and expos-
ingachild to apornographic materials. Getting answer to these ques-
tionsfromthestreet girlswasavery tediousjob. Thefollowing table
focusesthedifferent formsof sexud abusewith street girls.

Table7.2: Formsof sexual abuse

For msof sexual abuse Street girls
Fondleprivate parts 15
Exhibit private parts 20
Photographed nude 05
Forciblekissng 05
Sex 10
Abusvecomments 15
No sexud abuse 30
Total 100
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Thetable 7.2 dlucidatesthat Street girlshaveto facedifferent
formsof sexua abuse on the streets most of thetime. Theresponse
showsthat they had experience of fondl e private parts (15 per cent),
exhibit private body parts(20 per cent) ,had sex(10 per cent), hear
abusive comments(15 per cent) and photographed nude and forced
for kissing(05 per cent) respectively. 30 per cent girlshad no experi-
enceof sexual abuse.

Seema(age 13 years) said that,

“I have a deep seated fear in my heart after the sexual
abuse incidence. | cannot sleep peacefully and get nightmares. |
amalwaysfear with my relatives and friends. | fear that they can
take my advantage if they get chance. | feel angry but at the
same time helpless.”

Per sons who sexually assaulted

Theresearcher examined the categories of person sexually
assaultedthesedtreet girls. Thelistisendlessand also shameful. These
teenagegirlsaswedl asadolescent girlsare sexud |y assaulted by their
cousins, brothers, neighbours, friends, strangers, employer, father,
sometimes by the family acquainted person’s teachers, maternal/pa-
terna uncle.

Fig. 8: Formsof Sexua Abuse

[ @Fondie private parts 8 Exhibit private parts OPhotographed nude |
OForcible kissing aSex OAbusive comments
l @ No sexual abuse
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Table7.3: Personwho sexually assaulted

Per son who Street girls
sexually assaulted

Brother/father 05
Cousingreatives 25
Friends 20
Neighbours 15
Employer 05

Not assaulted 30
Total 100

Thetable7.3 highlightsthat 25 per cent girlswere assaulted
by cousinsand relatives, 20 per cent by friends, 15 per cent by neigh-
bors, 5 per cent by brothers & fathersand employersrespectively. 30
per cent girlswerenot assaulted.

Consent

Redlity isthisthat most of thegirlsbelow age 10 yearsdo not
know about sex and effect of sexual act but dueto advancement of
media, T.V. programsabove 10 yearsof age girlsknow theact and
sometimesdeliberately or forcibly involveinthisact. Thefollowing
table mirrorsthe consent of thegirlsfor sexua assaullt.

Table7.4: Consent of street girls

Consent Street girls
Yes 30
No 40
Not assaulted 30
Total 100

Thetable 7.4 bringsto view that 30 per cent girlswerein-
volvedinsexua act fromtheir ownwill and 40 per cent wereforced
by otherswhereas 30 per cent were not assaulted.
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Reasons for involvement in sexual act
During the study the researcher found the various causesfor
involving insexud act such aspoverty, lack of fulfilment of basicneed,
liking for good food and clothing and pleasure. Street girlssometimes
willingly accept thissexual assault anditisdonewiththeir consent.
Thetablebelow showsthereasonsfor involvement in sexua act.
Table7.5: Reasonsof involvement in sexual act

Reasons Street girls
Money 15
Basicneedfulfillment 10
Pleasure 05
Forced by assaulter 20
Forced by parents 20
andrdatives

Donotinvolve 30
Number of cases 100

Thetable7.5 explainsthat 30 per cent girlswerenct involved
in sexual activities .40 per cent wasforced by otherstoinvolvein
sexua act either by assaulter or parentsor relatives. Street girlsin-
volved for money (15 per cent), food and clothing and basic need
fulfillment (10 per cent) and for pleasure (5 per cent).

Street girlsare so innocent and al so needy that they easily
become prey of assaulter. The assaulter givestemptation of money,
food, cold drinks, junk food ,clothes, showing movies or do fake
promisesfor marriageor job. Usudly thesegirlsaretempted for petty

things.
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TheGrief Behind the Smile
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TheExploitation of Childhood
Consitutes The Evil TheM ost Hideous
TheMost Unbearbleto The Human Heart

Reporting of Sexual Assault

Thisproject also dlicited information whether or not there-
spondent had disclosed their experienceto anyone. Thebelow table
illustrateswithwhom they havereported their sexual assaullt.

Table7.6: Withwhom reported

With whom reported Street girls
Shared with brother 05
andssters

Sharedwithfriends 15
Toldto parents 10
Reportedto police 00

Not reported 40

Not abused 30
Total 100

Thetable 7.6 reved sthat maority of girls40 per cent did not
report or shared their problem to anyone. Only 05 per cent shared
with brother, sisters, 15 per cent shared with their friendsand 10 per
cent girlsshared theincident with their parents. No onereported the
matter to police.

When researcher asked why they did not shareor report the
matter to anyone. Thefollowing tableexplainsthe causes.
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Table7.7: Reasonsfor not reporting

Reasonsfor not reporting | Street girls
Fed shy 10
Fed guilty 10
No useof reporting 20
Shared theincident 30
Not abused 30
Total 100

It isapparent fromthetable 7.7 that 10 per cent of street girls
were not reported the sexual incident to any one dueto shynessand
dueto guilt respectively. 20 per cent felt no any use of reporting the
incident as no body gives earsto their matter. Only 30 per cent re-
ported either to their family members or friends but no action was

taken by any one. 30 per cent girlswere not abused.
Constraint faced by Street Girls

These street girlsthose who are mostly unaware of effect of
sexud abusefdl into great problem such aspregnancy, other sexudly
transmitted diseases. Thetablegivesthe glimpseabout theconstraint

faced by them.

Table7.8: Constraint faced by streetsgirls
Constraint faced Street girls
Pregnancy 05
Painin private parts 10
Gult 10
AIDSHIV 00
Diseases 20
No problem 25
Not abused 30
Total 100

Itisevident from thetable 7.8 that 10 per cent girlscomplain
about painin private parts, 20 per cent werefacing problem of bleed-

88




ing and different rel ated di seases such as continuousfever, insomnia,
whereasononly 5 per cent respondent told about their pregnancy. 25
per cent girlsface no problemsasthey responded. Surprisingly these
street girlswere not aware about sexually transmitted diseases .30
per cent girlswere not abused.

Andysisof thischapter revealsthat 70 per cent girlsare sexu-
aly abusedin different ways. Most of them are abused by their close
relativesand areforced by others. Thosewho areinvolved fromtheir
ownwill arebasically tempted for money and for thefulfillment of
their basic needssuch asfood and clothing. Most of thesmdll girlsdo
not know that they are sexually abused although few of them have
reported their matter totheir parentsaswell asrel ativesand friend but
it wasunheard. M ost of them have not complained dueto shyness,
guilt and usel essness of reporting. Most of them were suffering from
many sexually transmitted diseases but unfortunately no stepswere
takenfromtherr family.
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08 Summary And Suggestion

Theproject amsat the study of conditionsand constraints of
thegirls, who have been cast into the streets of thecities. They do
confront different problems and needs. Their conditionsare more
vulnerablethan street boys. Thecentral am of theinquiry isto explore
at themicrolevel the“Conditions and Constraints of the Street
Girls” (A Sociological Study with special reference to Kanpur
District, U.P)”

The study is divided in eight chapters. Over view of street
children phenomenon, definition of street children, origin of the
problem, child survival —national and international importance,
girl child maltreatment, importance of identifying street girls,
reasons for fewer girls on the street, genesis of the problem and
significance of the study is discussed in the first chapter.

The second chapter isbased on scope and methodol ogy of the study.

Themain objectivesof thestudy were: to study the conditions
of thestreet girlsand to understand the congtrai nts street girlsconfront
intheir way of advancement of salf and society.

The inquiry was based on an exploratory-cum-descriptive
design. Two broad techniques of study wereadopted: quaitativeand
quantitative. The qualitative techniques used in the study were
observation and case study. The quantitative technique employed
interview schedule through which primary datawas collected on
conditionsand constraintsof street girls. Thequestionsincludedinit
were open -ended and cl osed. The hypotheses made by theresearcher
wereprovedtrue.

Inthethird chapter we have di scussed the profile of Sregt girls.
Our sample consisted of 100 street girls. Themagjority of street girls
wereof agegroup of 9-11 years. A large mgority of street girlswere
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Hindus. Thevast number of street girlsbel ongsto the scheduled caste
and other backward caste. The street girlswere not the homogenous
group. Researcher found two typesof groups. Thelargegroup consists
of thosewho have continuousfamily contact even though they eke out
their livinginthestregts. Theproportion of street girlswith occasiond
family contact isrdatively smdl. Themgority of street girlswereliving
onthestreetssincebirth. Thefactorsleading thegirlsto streetswere
poverty and forced by parents or step parents. The samplepopulation
isdominated by street girlsmigrated fromrurd areas. Thefamily size
was by and large sizable. Looking at the occupation and income of
the parents, it can be said that families had to bear back-breaking
burden of the hangers on. Themeagreincome earned by both parents
wasinsufficient to meet their endsin such hard days. The occupation
they involved was al so non-remunerabl e and of low standard. The
familia relaionsseemto benot very cordia asthey haveto strugglea
lot for their surviva. Thestreet girl phenomenaseem to bethe product
of thepoor families.

In chapter fourth the economic predicament of the street girls
werediscussed. Themain occupationsof the street girlswerebeggars
and rag pickers. Mgority of street girlsworked in thehousehold and
hidden sector of informa economy. They do theunstable, casud work
for which they get poor wages and have no bargaining power. The
kind of work they do liesat thelowest rung of occupational ladder.
They work under harsh conditionsand handlework that isdirty and
dangerouswhich normally peoplerefugeto do. They work for full
time outsideand ins de the house beyond adult working hours. They
do not get rest time. Theincomeisjust below theline of destitution.
They arematreated in case of not earning theexpected money. These
street girlshave minimal or no saving to meet their contingencies of
life. Their needsare not adequately met by their guardians.

Inthe analysisof chapter fifth, basic needs deprivation was
focused. Thefindings showsthat girlswere deprived of al thebasic
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need requiredfor survival. 65 per cent street girlsget food either from
outside or do not get sufficient food. 60 per cent girls have never
tasted food of their own choice. Street girl’ families have no proper
and permanent shelter. They lack adequate clothings. They haveno
proper night shelter and dwayshavethresat of safety..98 per cent girls
have never beento school. All street girlsrecreatethemsdvesin some
or the other way mostly free of cost, Surpringly 25 per cent girls
somehow manageto recreate themsel ves by their own selves.

In the socio-psychol ogical needs love and affection, social
interaction, egoistic, safety, security needs, socia acceptanceand
contentment werefound unsati Sfactory. Thesedeprivationshave severe
impact on girlspsyche. It revea sfrom theanaysisthat 80 per cent of
street girls’ parents and relatives behave very badly with their daughter.
Thereisno doubt that the effect of hurt, pain, anger, humiliation and
lossof saf esteemisenormous. Street girlswho havebeenrepeatedly
subjected to physica and menta abusecarry theeffectsof it dl through
their lifeand often d so end up as perpetrators of violencethemsalves.

In chapter sixth researcher examined the health and specific
needs of adolescent girls. Most of street girlswere not aware about
their persond cleanliness, they have no accessto water and sanitation
facilities, suffer from many diseasessuch as T.B. asthmaand skin
diseases, get no proper treatment and lack of immunization. They
encounter many problemsthat comeinthe processof their devel opment
.Theylack privacy andtoilet facilitiesduring menses. Thereisnoretiring
placefor thestreet girls. They by and large do not get anyone who
may provide guidance and tell about thefactsof life. Therewasno
proper sharing. They had very littleand no accessto physician when
they urgently needed. Street girlslack aprotectivenight shelter. Most
of them were drug addicted. 48 percent street girls have attained
puberty; only 43 percent girlsshared their problemswith their friends,
relaivesor parents. Asfar astheir devel opment needswere concerned
they lack all the basic requirement of toiletsand privacy during their
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menses, can not afford to buy sanitary napkins so suffer from many
diseases.

Anaysisof chapter seventh highlightsthe sexua abuseof street
girls. It reved sfromthefindingsthat 70 per cent girlsweresexualy
abused in different ways. M ost of them were abused by their close
relatives and friends. They wereforced by others. Those who are
involved fromtheir will were basically for money and petty things.
They havereported to their parentsbut it was unheard. Most of them
weresuffering from many sexually transmitted diseases. Butironicdly
their problemisunheard and ignored by their parents and by society.

Chapter eight included conclusion and suggestions.
Suggestions

The phenomenon of street girl child is a socio — psychological
problem which has to be understood through a multi —faceted approach
havingacommunity base. A lot isbeing having doneby thegovernment
agenciesand non-governmentd organization, but lot isyet to bedone.
Congtructive solution and their implementation areto beworked out
bringing about therequired attitudina changes.

Too many programs were started by the govt agency and
NGOSfor the betterment of street girlsin India.But theimpact of
these programmesare not visibleand effective. Theresearcher found
that there are many obstaclesin implementation of the programmes
for thestreet girlsand their families. Thereisaneed of seriousefforts
and think of waysand meansof reaching out facilitieseffectively to
thesedtreet girls.

Thelifeof street girlsisasdifficult asof astreet boy .But sheis
more vulnerabl e than aboy because of her gender. Her life on the
streetismoreexploitativeand oppressivethan aboy. Specid atention
isrequiredfor thestreet girls.

Based onthe mg or findings, which have emanated out of the
study, afew suggestion have beenfurnished here, which may beuseful
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to plannersand administratorsto tacklethe specific problemsface by
thestreet girlsinbig citieslike Kanpur.

Thehuman rightsof street girls need be protected with utmost
care.

The concept of PURA (providing Urban Amenitiesin Rural
Areas) should bedevelopedin rurd areasto check themigration
of rurd poor intheindudtrid atiesfor ther livdihoodand survival.

Theimplementation and execution policy must bereoriented,
so that the parents of street girls could get benefit of housing
schemeinthecities.

Easy loanfacilitiesthrough nationaised banksshould beoffered
totheir parents, so that they could start their ownwork or shops.

Awareness about the self hel p groups schemes/programmes.
Sothat thefamiliesof street girlsactively participatein group
activitiesfor thar liveihood.

Providing thefree schooling to thestreet girls

The school programme should be organised moreinformally
and attractively asto draw thegirlsto them.

Job and social security’s to the street girls

Providethebasic need likeshdter, food, hedth and hygienicto
thestreet girlsand their family.

Day and night fadilitiesof toiletstothesireet girlsand ther parents
Recreation and culturd facilitiesin nearby aress.

Provide primary health centres, should offer free medical
checkupsand givefreetrestmentsto street girlsandtheir families.

Hed th care centres and health educati on to adolescence street
grls
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Night shelter and resdentid careisparticularly useful in case of
adolescent street girls without family support. They need a
secure atmosphere and would opt for a group home where
“house parents” perform the role of the family head or parents.

They should be encouraged through professional and career
guidance programmeto choose the career according to their
attitudesand abilities.

Meal should be provided to al the street girl children not as
midday but also at night so that they need not to adopt begging
or illegd methodsto earntheir livelihood.

Improving theparenting Counsel ling and guidanceto street girls
andther family members.

Parents of street girls should prevent and punished for ill
treatment with girlsand exploitation of girls.

Drug rehabilitation must form part of successful intervention
strategies for substance abusing street girls, aneed largely
overlooked by public policy and serviceprovide.

Non-governmenta organizationsshould beextensively involved
inthe programmesfor care and protection of street girlsand
their knowledge and experience should be used by the
government towork out models.

The phenomenon of street girls is a socio-psychological —

economic-demographic problemwhich hasto bededt with througha
multi-faced gpproach.

It is said that opportunity knocks at everyone’s door sometimes

or the other but how doesthat happen to thosewho haveno doorsor
even the hopeof having one. Still we can say that,

Let uslight the candlesat every dark corner..

Let usjoinhandinhand
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and Let usmake an effort to hel p blossom thoseinnocent faces

to removetheautumn of their livesand bring anew dawn for the
Street girls..

aray of hope

apromiseof betterment

andremovetheblot fromther livesand

hel pthemto transforminto children from street children.
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APPENDIX-B

I nterview Schedule
(Purely for academic purpose)
Conditionsand Constraintsof Sreet Girl Children

Profileof thestreet girls

1. Name
2. Zone/Address
3. Age

1. Lessthan5years 2. 6-8 years

3. 9-11years 4. Below 15years
4. Rdigon

1. Hindu 2. Mudim

3. Otherrdigions 4. Do not know
5. Caste

1. Gened 2. OBC

3. Schedulecaste 4. Do not know

6. What isthenatureof contact with your family?
1. Continuouscontact
2. Occasional contact

7. Withwhomyoulive?

1. Both parents 2. Mother

3. Father 4. Relatives 5. Any other
8. Forhowlongyouarelivingonthe street?

1. Lessthan4years 2. 5-8 years

3. 9-12 years 4. Sincebirth
9. Whether your family has migrated?

Yes/no
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10. Whichisyour nativeplace?

1. Bihar 2. Uttar Pradesh
3. MadhyaPradesh 4. Rgasthan
5. Anyother 6. Do not know

11. How many membersarethereinyour family?
1. Lessthan3members 2. 4-6 members

3. 7-9members 4. 10and above
12. What isthe employment status of your both parents?
1. Servant 2. Labourer
3. Beggar 4. Ragpicker
5. Sdfemployed 6. Un-employed
7. Noparents
13. What istheincome of your parents?
1. LessthanRs50 2. Rs50-100
3. Rs100-150 4. Unemployed
5. Donot know 6. No parents
14. How istherelationship between your parents?
1. Good 2. Moderate
3. Poor 4. No parents
15. Whether your needsaremet infamily?
Yesno

Economic Conditions
16. What kind of work you do?
1. Begging
Ragpicking
Work in shop as servant
Vendor
Not working

o bk~ N
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17. Whereisyour surviva area?
1.

18.

19.

20.

21.

N o g~ owbd

Infront of religious places
Infront of shops

Inthe street rag-picking
Busstand

Ralway gtation

Vending

Not working

What factorsled you to come and work on the streets?
1. Povertyof family

o 0k~ WD

Death of parents

[lInessof guardians

Fulfilment of requirement

Pressureof family

Not working but on the street but accompanying

How many hoursdo you work?
1. Lessthan5hours

2. 5-8hours

3. 811 hours

4. Do notwork

Doyou get timeto takerest?
Yesno

What isyour per day income?
1

o bk~ N

Lessthan Rs50
Rs 50-100

Rs 100-150
Donot earn

Do not work
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22. \WWhom do you giveyour earnings?

1. Mother 2. Father
3. Rdaive 4. Friends
5. Keepoursdves 6. Donot earn

7. Donotwork
23. Doyouhavesavings?

Yes/no
24. Which household activitiesyou do a home?
1. Cooking 2. Washingclothes
3. Cleaningvessds 4. Bringwater
5. Look after kids 6. Doall work

7. Do not work
Basic Need Deprivation
25. Fromwheredoyou get sufficient food?
1. Home 2. Outside 3. Notavailable
26. When do you get food of your choice?
1. Onfedtivdsand occasions
2. Fromtemples
3. Givenby passer by
4. Our own money
5. Donot get
27. What typeof houseyoulivein?
1. Kuchchahouse
2. Polythene
3. Straw
28. Wheredoyoudeepat night?
1. insdehomewithfamily
2. Outsdewithfamily
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29.

30.

31

32.

33.

35.

Whether any clothesispurchased for you?

1. Onoccasions 2. Onfedtivas

3. Regular purchase 4. Never purchased
Whether you have been to school ?

Yesno

How do you recreate your self?

1. TV 2. Cinema

3. Games 4. Market/Mealothers
From where do you get money for recreation?

1. Parents 2. Friends

3. Ownmoney 4. Freecreation

How do your parents behave with you?

1. Satisfactory 2. Unsatisfactory

Why your parents misbehave with you?

1. Askingforfood 2. For work

3. Askingfor money 4. For not earning

5. Wrongact 6. Sdatisfactory

How do you feel when your bas c needsare not fulfilled?
1. Cursedestiny 2. Anger

3. Fed helpless 4. Involveinillegd act
5. FRulfil needs

Health and specific problemsof adolescent street girls

36.

37.

How frequent you take care of your personal hygiene?
1. Teeth- daly/sometimesirarely.

2. Bathing.

3. Washesclothes.

Do you suffer from any diseases?

Yes/no
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38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

Wheredo you gofor treatment?

Government hospita

Privatehospitd

Registered medical practitioners
Homeremedies

5. Notreatment

Areyouimmunized?

Yes/no

Areyou addicted?

Yes/no

How do you get addicted?

1. Familyinfluence 2. Friendinfluence
3. Forpleasure 4. Fortensionrelease
5. Donot takedrugs

Haveyou attained puberty?

Yes/no

With whom you shared your developmental problemswhen
faced?

1. Mother 2. Friends

3. Rdatives 4. Donot share

5. Not attained puberty

Do you get adequate facilities of toilet and privacy during
periods?
Yesno

=

A wbD

Sexual abuse

45.

Haveyou ever been sexually abused?
Yes/no

108



46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51

Inwhat way/formsyou are abused?
1. Fondleprivateparts 2. Exhibit private parts
3. Photographed nude 4. Forciblekissng

5. Sex 6. Abusvecomments
7. Noabuse

Who sexudly assault you?

1. Father/brother 2. Cousins

3. Rdatives 4. Friends

5. Neghbour 6. Employer

7. Not assaulted

Whether your consent wasinvolved?

Yes/no/not assaulted

What factors/temptation forced you to involvein sexua act?
1. Money

2. Forbasicneed fulfilment

3. Pleasure

4. Forced by assaulter

5. Forced by parents/relative

6. Not assaulted

With whom you have reported the matter?

1. Parents 2. Brothers/ssters

3. Friends 4. Reportedtopolice
5. Not reported 6. Not abused

Why you did not reported the matter to anyone?

1. Fedshy 2. Fed guilty

3. Nouseof reporting 4. Shared the matter
5. Not abused
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52. What constraintsarefaced by you after assault?
1. Fear of assault

Paninprivate parts

Gult

Diseases

Not abused

a b~ wbN
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